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SMALL RISE IN RETAIL SALES IN FEBRUARY 


§ is customary in the first month of the trading year, retail 
(A sales indices were mostly low in February though food 
sales showed their usual rise. Except for apparel, the move- 
nents were very similar to those a year earlier. The easing of 
othes rationing on February 1 largely removed the restraint which 
ad hitherto been shown in the last month before the new March 
ssue of coupons and clothing sales were higher than in January. 
hs footwear sales, however, showed the usual seasonal decline, 
pparel as a whole rose by only 4 per cent. but this was enough 
nore than to offset a fall in sales of household goods, so that non- 
ood sales were 2 per cent. higher than in the previous month. 
This small rise in the non-food index was, however, entirely 
¢ to an increase of 9 per cent. in sales in Suburban London, the 
ther areas showing falls or indices on the same level as in January. 
peasonally low February sales in the non-food groups led to decreases 
ompared with the average for the previous trading year in all areas. 
n the Midlands and South Wales this was as little as 4 per cent. 
ut elsewhere it ranged from 7 to 15 per cent. 


bales Higher than Last Year 


Compared with February 1948, there were advances of about 
wo-fifths in sales of both women’s and children’s wear and men’s 
nd boys’ wear and these increases were primarily responsible for 
he 17 per cent. rise in non-food sales compared with a year earlier. 
ovements were fairly consistent in all areas. Food sales were 
Per cent. higher than in February 1948 with comparable rises 
hall areas except the Central and West-End London where the 
ncrease was only 14 per cent. and Scotland where it was 44 per cent. 
The high figures of sales of clothing during the last year have 
duced stocks but a contributory factor has probably been the 
ution retailers have displayed in holding stocks of items subject 
purchase tax. This has probably also been partly responsible 





for the reduction shown in stocks of most other non-food items but 
in a number of these sales have slackened off and the accompanying 
decline in stocks was to be expected. Over the year, non-food 
stocks fell by 10 per cent. but food stocks rose 14 per cent.; the 
value of total stocks declining by 8 per cent. 


High Clothing Sales 


From February 1, woven wool garments and cloth were taken 
off the ration. This relief combined with the mild weather probably 
tended to advance the spring buying somewhat. This was 
most notable in the case of women’s wear, sales of which rose by 
7 per cent. over the month whereas a year earlier they had hardly 
advanced at all. Men’s and boys’ wear sales rose by 6 per cent. 
The effects were variable in the different parts of the country, the 
highest rises being in Suburban London and the South of England in 
the case of women’s wear and in Central London in the case of men’s 
and boys’ wear. Sales of footwear fell by 13 per cent. with falls 
in all districts which were particularly pronounced in the London 
areas. 

Sales of women’s and children’s wear were 37 per cent. higher 
by value than in February 1948, a greater expansion than in any 
month for over two years. Substantial increases were recorded 
in every area. Sales in the three northern regions, Scotland, North- 
East and North-West rose rather less than average but still by as 
much as one-fifth to one-third while the rises in the other provincial 
areas and London were more than two-fifths. 


Increases in Women’s Wear 


The rises compared with a year earlier were also greater than in 
any recent month for the different types of women’s wear except 
millinery, etc., where sales rose by only 3 per cent. Women’s 
outerwear increased by over 50 per cent. for the whole country 
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Spotlighting Waste 


Administrative costs rise imperceptibly, but 
steadily. Every unnecessary record, every need- 
less clerical operation pushes costs up. Our new 
booklet ‘‘500 Unnecessary Miles’’ tells how we 
can help you to get them down. Why not write 
for a copy? Consultancy Division, Remington 
Rand Ltd., Dept. 4, Commonwealth House, 
1-19 New Oxford Street, London, W.C.1. 
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and in Suburban London by over 75 per cent. Sales of unde 
and stockings were up by almost a half and in no area was the 5; 
less than a quarter. > 
Stocks of women’s wear at the end of February were, in spite 
the higher sales, 12 per cent. greater in value than a month earli . 
Even so the value was 14 per cent. less than at the end of Feb, “ 
1948 and the fall in volume must have been much greater, Fo, th 
first time in the present series, this contraction in stocks rand 
through all categories and the falls varied from about 4 per cent. fo 
outerwear and children’s wear to 20 per cent. in millinery, gloves, = 


Men’s Wear Sales Up on 1948 


Men’s wear sales were also affected by the derationing of Wool 
cloth and garments, but the rise from January was not as big ag the 
corresponding one a year earlier and the increase of 43 per cent, in 
sales compared with February 1948 was not very different from the 
expansions shown last month and in December of last year. London 
sales rose by a quarter in the Central area and almost a half in the 
Suburbs while the Provinces showed increases ranging from a thir 
in Scotland to a half in the South of England. 

Stocks of men’s and boys’ wear fell in value during February by} 
per cent. and were even further below the 1948 level. Compare 
with a year earlier, the value of stocks at the end of February wa 
down by 10 per cent. whereas the fall a month earlier was only 6 per 
cent.; until the beginning of 1949 there had been a steady expansion 
in men’s wear stocks since the present series of figures began jn 


February 1947. 
Seasonal Fall in Footwear Sales 


The 13 per cent. fall in footwear sales in February compared with 
the previous month was very similar to the movements shown in 
1948 and 1947, and was a seasonal fall which would probably have 
occurred even if rationing changes had not concentrated attention 
on clothing. Compared with February 1948 footwear sales were 
up by 12 per cent., but this was very modest compared with the 
rises of about 40 per cent. in the clothing sections and it was probably 
mainly due to increases in price. Regional increases varied consider. 
ably both in the Provinces and in London and ranged from 6 per cent, 
in Central London to 22 per cent. in Suburban London. 

Footwear stocks increased by 12 per cent. to a new peak higher 
even than in the summer of 1948, and in contrast to other apparel 
stocks were 16 per cent. higher than a year earlier. 


Lower Sales of Household Goods 


Sales of household goods showed a small seasonal fall in February 
(6 per cent.) but remained in total a little above the level of February 
last year. The two groups of furnishings and hardware showed 
contrary movements compared with a year earlier, which has occurred 
quite frequently in recent months. 

Furniture and furnishings sales in February were 5 per cent. 
higher than a year earlier. Sales were, however, down in both London 
areas, and Scotland also showed a fall while the remaining provincial 
regions reported rises above average. 

Sales of hardware, radio and electrical goods were 54 per cent. 


lower than in February 1948 and the falls spread through all areas. | 


In Central London the decrease in sales amounted to over a fifth. 
Stocks of household goods at the end of February were about a 
fifth lower than a year earlier, the greatest contraction so far recorded 
in this series. The fall for furnishings was 17-9 per cent. and for 
hardware, etc., it was little different at 20 per cent. 


Other Goods 


Sales of the remaining categories of non-food goods can only be 
compared with a year earlier. "The movements were very mixed 
both among the categories and the areas. Sales of jewellery, leather 
and fancy goods showed a fall of nearly 10 per cent. and consistent 
falls were recorded in the areas. The decreases in the Provinces wert 
small but in London they amounted to 26 per cent. in the Centre 
and 103 per cent. in the Suburbs. 

The movements over the country as a whole were small for the 
other categories, but sales of musical instruments (based on a small 
sample) were up by 30 per cent. 

The only expansion in stocks during the year was recorded for 
miscellaneous goods (mainly coal). The falls in value ranged up t 
30 per cent. for jewellery and fancy goods. 


Recovery in Food Sales 


Food sales in February rose by 5 per cent. from the January figure 
and at 156 the index was higher than in any month since the end of 
(Continued at foot of page 74) 
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derwear 

the ris Changes in Value of Retail Trade 

SPite of 
rain Midlands London- 

F Tuary Scotland North- North- and South Central London Great Great 
Or the East West South of and West Sub- Britaint Britain 
Spread Wales England End urban 

ent. for | 

es, ct, 

f wool 
aS the Percentage changes compared with a year earlier 
ent. in 
om the 
ondon 
in the Stocks at 
a third WEEKLY SALES IN FEBRUARY cost at end 

February 
f { | { 

y by Food and perishables :— | | 
npared Groceries and cee’ + 3-1 + 8-5 | + 80 | +12-7 +10-9 + 8-7 +11-0 + 9-5 7 
ry Was Bakery ... —11°5 + 57 —54 | +45 + 6-7 +10-7 + 7-2 + 1:8 * 

/ 6 per Wines, spirits, beer, ote. = * {| —J1-9 | * — 8-3 —23-2 + 2:0 — 4:3 * 
ansion Fresh meat ‘ ; — 0:6 + 2-2 — 32 | +12°5 + 2-3 — 3-8 — 10 + 2-1 * 
gan in Fish, poultry and game —ll-l | —140 | +76 ! —13-6 —10°3 —10°4 —10°1 — 9-1 * 

Fresh milk +133 | +170 | +12-4 +183 +13°3 * +20-6 +16-7 . 
Fruit, vegetables and flowers . —79 | —27 | —O-7 + 8-1 — 0:5 —19-9 — 6-2 — 38 7 
Sweets and chocolate ... ; +42°-3 +39-6 +38-6 +48-0 +656-2 +21-8 +47°-7 +44-5 * 

d with Tobacco and tobacconists’ goods +11-5 + 6:3 + 4:3 — 19 +10-9 + 2°5 + 16 + 43 5 
hg Cafe and restaurant _ + 4:8 + 1-4 + 3-5 +14-2 +13°5 + 2-7 +13-4 + 71 ° 
’ have Total—Food and perishables§ + 4-4 + 7:6 + 6-6 +10-7 + 9-0 + 16 + 7:8 + 7:8 +141 
ention 

were 
h the | Non-food merchandise :— 
bably Women’s and children’s wear§ +21-9 +31-0 +30-4 +41°1 +440 +40-4 +48-6 +37°4 —14-0 
sider- (i) Women’s outerwear +24-8 +38-6 +426 | +6541 +58-3 +54-6 +761 +50°5 — 4-4 
cent (ii) Women’s underwear a +653-7 +43-1 | +376 +371 +49-1 +57:3 +53-4 +48°4 — 7:7 
or (iii) Women’s stockings and socks... +481 | +39-2 +31-2 +72:8 +59-4 +25°5 +71-0 +45-0 —14-2 
, (iv) Millinery, haberdashery, etc. ... ah ee A | + 2-9 + 4-9 + 9-9 + 3-1 + 2-8 + 3-2 —19-8 
Ligher (v) Girls’ and children’s wear +358 | 432-6 +31-1 +39-5 +40-8 +39-9 +43°5 +37-3 — 3-4 
aparel (vi) Dress materials ... +20-9 +20-9 +30-7 +42-7 +36-3 +33-2 +21-1 +31-9 —15-0 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... +34:3 +45°4 +37-7 +49°4 +53°4 +256 +475 +43°4 — 98 
Footwear§ + 88 +83 | +106 +177 +266 + 5-4 421-5 +116 +158 
ruary (i) Goods + 83 +10°5 +14-2 +20-2 +22-9 -+ 5-7 +26-5 +12-8 
vn (ii) Repairs —13-7 —11-3 = oF — 40 — 94 —16-4 —12-0 — 8-2 . 
ei Furniture and furnishings ' | — 4:5 | + 59 | + 9-8 +10°3 + 9-0 — 2-2 — 20 + 50 —17:9 
_ Hardware, electrical and radio | — 50 —ll | —45 | —40 — 33 —20-8 — 48 — 55 —20-0 
Musical instruments and music ... | +23-0 | +-62-6 +45-7 | +129-2 +-16-7 —12-9 +62-4 +29-7 — 23 
cent. Books and stationery ... | +234 | + 67 + 4-4 +10-2 + 4:3 —19-3 +14-6 + 0:2 —16-4 
ndon Jewellery, leather and miscellaneous | 
incial fancy goods Aw sai | —63 | —40 | —11 | — 27 — 4:5 25-8 —10°5 — 9-6 —29-8 
Chemists’ wares. os sa al 7S | +150 | —26 | 411-4 + 8-9 — 3-8 +17-7 | + 52 — 8-4 
cent. Sports and cycles % | 102 | +14 | + 3:3 | +72 | + 76 —12°3 +2¢6-2 + 3-9 — 66 
wn Miscellaneous and unspecified... wef —O7 | +155 | — 1-1 | + 3-1 , 0-8 + 1:0 — 3-4 — 0-2 + 3-7 
, | ee 
= Au Non-roop Goops ... ... | +136 | +181 | +165 | +236 24-5 +141 +20-8 417-2 — 9-6 
.* Au Menouasmise | + 747 | 411-2 | +11-0 | 4149 +13-9 410-6 411-2 411-5 — 78 
or 
y be ; 
ixed Percentage changes in value (at cost) of total stocks at end February 1949 compared with end February 1948 
ither ——— —_— 
4 All merchandise + 0-4 | — 52 | —10-3 — 35 — 85 | —21-9 | +10°1 | | — 78 
ntre | —_——_—— 
the 
mall 
Pa Index Numbers of Total Employees—January 1947—100 
0 
D to | | 
Employment :— | | 
December 1948... ... 100 105 101 | = 104 106 106 | 103 105 
January 1949... a a | 107 99 | 103 106 106 103 104 
February 1949 ... a ea | 107 | 99 101 105 | 105 101 104 
dof f sat 
140) * Not available. § Including some goods for which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. + Including unallocated sales. 
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Index Numbers of Sales per Week and of Apparel Stocks - F Retail 
(Average for 1942 = 100) =i Cafe § 
. in most 
Sales per week Apparel Stocks (end of month) the cha 
Household Non-food Women’s Men’s and | oe a Ope 
Month Apparel Goods Merchandise Food Total Wear Boys’ Wear | Footwear Total The 1 
1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948-| 1947-! 1948-| 1947-| 1948-|| 1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948- 1947-! 1945. the ry 
1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 || 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 194 1949 - 
( 
July ae bis ... | 140 | 185 | 232 | 245 | 152 184 138 | 154 142 164 123 | 112 99 | 115 95 | 175 | 113 | 143 
August see — ee et | 159 228 241 135 164 136 149 136 156 122 110 106 117 106 175 | 116 | 139 
September ... _ .. | 155 196 | 276 259 172 193 137 151 150 167 132 120 110 128 97 148 | 124 | 143 eo 
October... Ws ... | 188 217 281 282 191 212 141 152 161 176 130 117 115 137 108 161 125 | 149 
November ... ook ... | 195 | 224 | 299 | 283 | 217 | 229 140 154 171 184 134 121 116 143 114 165 | 129 | 148 
December ... oe ... | 188 | 257 | 290 | 306 | 235 | 293 149 170 180 | 215 116 107 | 103 111 117 151 | 115 | 193 — 
Women’s 
January... ‘es -.. | 130 167 | 245 | 248 | 152 176 138 148 143 158 || 109 99 125 118 129 160 | 118 | 195 Men’s an 
February ... cy ... | 129 | 173 | 231 233 153 179 145 156 148 165 130 lil 122 110 154 179 | 142 | 14 Footweal 
March és se ... | 182 224 179 151 162 131 127 148 145 Furnitur 
April 6 a ot oD 268 173 146 157 141 | 127 168 156 Hardwar 
May oe Sis ... | 180 229 181 154 165 128 | 133 165 148 
June eee =~ ... | 194 240 185 153 165 131 130 175 153 
Notes 
Yearly Average , F 
oe eS 237 165 135 147 116 94 96 109 ren 
1948... | 185 254 192 151 167 121 126 160 142 of Trade 
are basec 
purchase 
Sales | 
Index Numbers of Sales per Week stocks, 6 
The va 
+4 = 
(Average for 1942 = 100) aie 
Midlands South London— 
Scotland North-East | North-West and of Central and | London— Great 
South Wales| England West End Suburban Britaint Nev 
1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948—| 1947-| 1948-| 1947—| 1948-| 1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948- EW 
1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 Rese 
Non-food merchandise: services 
Average of 12 months to January ... | 155 183 162 194 151 175 156 189 179 212 226 241 178 207 167 | 193 on the 
December bbe oA ae ... | 218 | 269 | 217 | 278 | 204 | 253 | 220 | 293 | 261 337 | 301 337 | 275 | 358 | 235 | 203 organizi 
January ... she cen —_ ... | 136 168 161 189 l44 162 154 182 168 201 196 218 152 175 152 | 176 
February ies be sos sn | ae 156 148 175 131 153 148 182 157 196 187 213 158 191 153 | 179 The 
Of which :— for four 
Apparelt 
Average of 12 months to January ... | 146 | 178 | 146 | 180 | 134 162 133 171 152 | 191 213 =| 241 156 | 198 | 152 | 188 BUILDIZ 
December... ... «.. «s+ | 182 | 233 | 180 | 238 | 162 | 211 | 167 | 240§ | 196 | 272 | 253 | 315 | 222 | 326 | 188 | 257 Mr. ¢ 
January oe ma kos oo. | 122 157 127 160 119 144 120 155 128 171 185 229 123 169 130 | 167 af 
February coe bbw she -. | 126 151 126 160 114 144 117 162 125 176 163 219 125 177 129 | 173 Mr. | 
Household goods* So 
Average of 12 months to January ... | 195 | 215 | 234 | 26) 221 242 | 249 | 277 | 266 | 282 | 260 | 256 | 256 | 258 | 241 | 255 Mr. 
December = cat bee -.- | 262 292 288 | 326 275 300 306 337 300 315 306 292 330 330 | 290 | 306 for 
January = a ese .-. | 196 210 261 277 220 221 269 281 280 | 286 248 243 215 200 | 245 | 248 | 
February be bee ee .-- | 196 | 187 | 232 | 239 | 219 | 230 | 240 | 251 245 | 257 | 247 | 226 | 233 | 226 | 231 | 233 CHEMIS 
Food and perishables : Profe 
Average of 12 months to January... | 133 148 | 134 | 150 | 133 146 128 | 144 135 151 170 187 143 | 161 136 | 152 du 
December ex = = ... | 148 161 142 | 162 145 159 132 154 145 | 169 | 215 | 224 163 187 | 149 | 17 F M 
January — oe us os» | AO 149 138 148 131 141 129 141 134 144 178 180 144 153 138 | 148 fr. 
February Bee =~ se .. | 141 147 145 156 137 146 138 153 142 155 177 180 155 167 145 | 156 ng 
——— r. 
All merchandise : F 
Average of 12 months to January ... | 141 | 161 | 144 | 164 | 141 | 158 | 136 | 157 | 148 | 169 | 209 | 224 | 152 | 173 | 148 | 168 & OREST 
December on see on coed aoe 200 169 202 171 200 159 195 179 219 277 305 193 231 180 | 215 Color 
January Ae 33 =e ... | 1384 | 153 142 157 136 | 149 136 152 143 160 189 | 206 145 | 157 | 143 | 158 Mr. ] 
February = “a — ... | 139 150 | 146 163 136 151 141 161 | 146 166 | 183 | 203 155 | 172 | 148 | 165 Mr. | 
: So 
t Women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, footwear. * Furnishing departments, hardware and electrical. + Including unallocated sales. § Amended figures. F yp p 
Dr. | 
Lt 
Retail Trade in February—(Continued) as in non-food goods; in the other areas the increases ranged up" gic 
11 per cent. in the Midlands and South Wales. : " Sir C 
the war except for the peak in December last. This seasonal rise Among the categories movements were very — beng Mecnay 
was apparent, though on a smaller scale, before the war, and has been 204 provision sales were up 93 per cent., a little above ara a wil Mr. | 
a feature of the retail trade figures since the end of the war. the rise in Scotland amounted only to 3 per cent. Sales o 7 ne pe 
Compared with a year earlier February sales were up by 8 percent., Sweets were also up more than average at 17 and 45 per pos is = 
a figure little different from the January rise. Once again Central re and these rises which followed recent trends were re 
London, probably as a result of the peculiarities of the sample showed 44 2Feas. . : if Pest In 
a relatively small increase, only 14 per cent. Of the provincial areas, Sales of bakery, meat and tobacco, etc., were — higher than Mr. ( 
Scotland with a rise of 43 per cent. showed the least favourable results, Y°#T earlier and in each case some areas showed a fall. )f Station) 
(Continued on next past 
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Retail Trade in February—(Continued) 


Cafe sales were up by 7 per cent., a rise comparable with the figures 
in most recent months. There was an increase in each area although 
the changes ranged from 1} per cent. in the North-East to nearly 
{5 per cent. in the Midlands and South Wales. 


The rise in food stocks of 14 per cent. was smaller than in any of 
the months since last September and very much less than the com- 
parable figures returned last spring. 


Supplementary Index Numbers of Saies per Week 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 














Category February 
Women’s wear 180 
Men's and boys’ wear 190 
Footwear ... tee ae 132 
Furniture and furnishings 256 
Hardware ... bis 204 
Notes 


Definitions of the various categories were given on page 609 of the Board 
of Trade Journal for April 19, 1947. In all cases, the figures in this article 
are based on value and they are affected by rising prices and the incidence of 
purchase tax. 

Sales fgures are based on a larger and more representative panel than 
stocks, since many firms are unable to give monthly the value of their stocks. 

The value of sales of food and perishables amounted in February to 59 per 
cent. of total sales. 


New Members of Research Boards 


NEW members of the Department of Scientific and Industrial 

Research Boards are announced to-day. Members give their 
services free and only their actual expenses are paid. They serve 
on the Research Board as individuals, not as representatives of any 
organization or body to which they may belong. 


The new members are given below. All the appointments are 
for four years unless otherwise stated. 


BuitDING RESEARCH BOARD 
Mr. C. W. D. Rowe (Managing Director, London Brick Company) 
a former member of the Board. 
Mr. B. Sandercock (Member of Executive Council, Amalgamated 
Society of Woodworkers). 
Mr. R. M. Wynne Edwards (Messrs. Richard Costain Ltd.) 
formerly Director of Constructional Plant, Ministry of Works. 


CuEMIsTRY RESEARCH BOARD 
Professor M. G. Evans (Professor of Physical Chemistry, Man- 
chester University). 
Mr. H. W. T. Thompson (Lecturer in Chemistry, Oxford 
University). 
Mr. F. Roffey (The Distillers Company Ltd.). 


Forsst Propucts RESEARCH BoarD 
Colonel A. H. Lloyd (Imperial Forestry Institute, Oxford). 
Mr. H. J. Nuttall (Director, Thomas White and Son Ltd.). 
Mr. V. A. M. Robertson (Chief Civil Engineer, British Railways, 
Southern Region). 


Fur, RESEARCH BOARD 
Dr. R. Holroyd (Research Manager, Billingham Division, I.C.I. 
Ltd.). Appointment 3 years. 
Sir Charles Ellis (Scientific Member of the National Coal Board). 
Sir Cyril Hinshelwood (Professor of Chemistry, Oxford University). 


MECHANICAL ENGINEERING RESEARCH BOARD 
Mr. C. Dannatt (Chief Electrical Engineer and Director, Metro- 
a Electrical Company), vice Mr. D. E. Hoseason, 
eceased. 


Pest INFESTATION RESEARCH BOARD 


Me . B. Williams (Chief Entomologist, Rothamsted Experimental 
10n). 
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Commonwealth Talks on Tariffs 


THE President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, in London 

on March 31, welcomed representatives of the Commonwealth 
countries to discussions in preparation for the third session of the 
Contracting Parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
and the further tariff negotiations to be held at Annecy, Haute Savoie, 
and the Canadian High Commissioner (Mr. L. D. Wilgress) replied on 
behalf of the Commonwealth delegates. 


The President said he had recently looked up what his predecessor, 
Sir Stafford Cripps, said in 1947 when he addressed representatives 
of the Commonwealth assembled in London before the Geneva 
meeting. Sir Stafford then referred to the long and arduous road 
which it was hoped would lead to the establishment of an Inter- 
national Trade Organization. He also referred to the difficulties 
which attended tariff negotiations involving some 18 countries 
simultaneously. What had happened since? A long and particu- 
larly difficult stretch of that road had been covered during the months 
many present had spent either at Geneva and Havana or giving advice 
to their delegation from Departments at home. The preparatory 
Conference and International Conference itself was behind us and it 
might well be that the International Organization would come into 
being before this time next year. So, too, the tariff negotiations of 
1947 were successfully accomplished, and there was some significance 
in the fact that a number of other countries had applied to join the 
club and that a second round of tariff negotiations was thus about to 
begin. 

The list of those countries showed how widely distributed was the 
interest taken in this great contribution to the restoration of trade 
throughout the world. Thus from Europe there would be three 
Scandinavian countries, Denmark, Finland and Sweden, and Italy and 
Greece. From Latin America there would be Colombia, Dominican 
Republic, Haiti, Nicaragua and Uruguay. An African country, 
Liberia, was also among those potential new members of the General 
Agreement. 

Those countries would, it might be expected, form a very useful 
addition to the existing membership, which included all the countries 
of the British Commonwealth, the United States and a large number of 
the other more important trading countries in the world, 23 in all. 

The agenda of the Contracting Parties to the General Agreement 
showed how wide were the problems before the delegates, and still 
more when the International Trade Organization was set up, and he 
did not underrate for a moment the technical difficulties and com- 
plexities of the coming tariff negotiations. 

But that this intense pressure the Commonwealth suffered alike was 
worthwhile was shown by the success which in the last two years 
had attended our efforts in the economic field. He would not say 
that any one country represented at the conference was out of the 
wood, but he would say that it would be seen pretty clearly the 
direction to be taken to reach a much greater measure of freedom from 
their economic difficulties. 

He believed the contribution, not perhaps so much to their immediate 
problems as to the prevention of their repetition, which all were 
making by their membership of the General Agreement and by the 
work which had been done in preparation for an International Trade 
Organization, would be regarded by future generations as of the 
highest value. 

The discussions ended on Monday. They provided the oppor- 
tunity for a very valuable exchange of views. 


President of Board of Trade 


to Visit Canada 


THE President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, has been 

hoping for some months past to visit Canada in order to study 
at first hand the problems of expanding our exports to this most 
vital market. He was unfortunately prevented by sudden illness 
from carrying out his intention during the Christmas Parliamentary 
recess, and other engagements prevent his doing so during the 
Easter recess. 

Arrangements have, however, now been made in conjunction with 
the Canadian authorities for him to visit Canada during May. Details 
will be published later, but Mr. Wilson hopes to arrive in Canada on 
May 12, to travel across the country during the following three weeks, 
and to be present at the opening of the Canadian International Trade 
Fair at Toronto on May 30. 
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Scottish Industry on Show in 
September 


THE Scottish Industries Exhibition to be held in the Kelvin Hall, 

Glasgow, from September 1 to 17, 1949, will be the largest Trade 
Fair ever promoted in Scotland. There will be almost two miles of 
stands, and the emphasis will be on buying and selling. 

The response of Scottish industry has been so immediate that within 
a few weeks of the lists being opened the exhibiting space was fully 
booked. Scotland’s traditional industries will be there in force— 
shipbuilding, iron and steel, marine and other engineering. 

Speaking at a press conference in London on March 31 the Secretary 
of State for Scotland, Mr. Arthur Woodburn, said that Scotland 
produced 41 per cent. of Great Britain’s merchant shipping, 48 per 
cent. of the locomotives, 73 per cent. of the water tube boiler equip- 
ment, 60 per cent. of the mining machinery, 30 per cent. of the clocks 
and watches, and 28 per cent. of the carpets and rugs. In addition 
all the shale oil used in the United Kingdom was produced in Scotland, 
all the aluminium and practically all the whisky, with a fair proportion 
of beer, too. Scotland also produced food, seeds, etc., to help in the 
drive for home-grown food. 


The Export Drive 


Scotland was playing a large part in Britain’s export drive, not only 
in the traditional heavy industries which had always been associated 
with the country north of the Border, but also in the new light indus- 
tries which had been set up there during and since the war. Scotland 
was ready to play her part in rebuilding Britain’s economy, rebuilding 
world economy, and in furthering the prosperity of the people for 
whom she was responsible. 

In explaining the purpose of the Exhibition, which is being staged 
by the Scottish Council (Development and Industry), Sir Alexander B. 
King (Chairman of the Public Relations Committee of the Council), 
Sir Steven Bilsland (President of the Council) and Mr. R. A. Maclean 
(Chairman of the Exhibition) claimed that Scotland’s industrial 
economy had been based, to a large extent, on export trade and, in 
relation to her total industrial capacity, the proportion of her produc- 
tion which went overseas was greater than that of the United Kingdom 
asawhole. None the less, the war caused a break in overseas contacts 
and one of the main purposes of the Exhibition was to revive pre-war 
customer contacts and to create new ones. 

The quality of the goods, whether it be tweeds, hosiery, lace, 
linoleum, carpets, glass or pottery, or other typical productions, was 
universally high and there must be many trade buyers overseas and at 
home who would find the display of merchandise of great practical 
interest and their trip more than worth while. 

During the last few years more new industry had come to or been 
developed in Scotland than during any previous decade of the present 
century. ‘The manufacture of watches and clocks, accounting 
machines, household electrical appliances, aluminium ware and 
agricultural machinery now all loomed large in Scotland’s economy. 
The Exhibition would be the first occasion on which these new 
industries would be showing. 145,000 people were directly employed 
by these new and expanding industries. 


Home of Craftsmen 


Scotland has for long prided itself on being the home of craftsmen. 
A fresh impetus, occasioned by the national need for exports and the 
advent of many new and expanding industries, has culminated in the 
decision to run the Scottish Industries Exhibition. From the strong 
response it is clear that every firm exhibiting, and by far the majority 
of important companies in Scotland are doing so, is determined to 
make this one of the greatest displays of quality contemporary mer- 
chandise that could be produced anywhere in the world. 

The objects of the Exhibition, which is financed entirely by the 
exhibitors and the people of Scotland, without Government financial 
backing of any kind, are :— 

To promote Scotland’s export trade and to attract foreign 
buyers to Scotland. 

To show the many overseas visitors to Scotland in September 
the wide range of Scottish quality merchandise and to stimulate 
the interest of such visitors in Scottish products. 

To promote inter-trading between Scottish firms. This is 
necessary as many of the new firms started up are not aware of 
what is already available to them with regard to maintenance, 
upkeep and subsidiary materials. 

To stimulate the pride and interest of the operative, who is 
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generally only familiar with a stage in production, j 
of his countrymen. , — Product 
To promote interest in good quality, workmanship and desi 

The architect of the Exhibition is Mr. Basil Spence, who war 
designer of the “‘ Britain Can Make It”’ display. the 
Arrangements for Visitors 

The Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, where, by common consent of the 
exhibitors, the Exhibition is to take place, is one of the largest exhib 
tion halls in Europe. Travel, catering and other facilities wij] nahh 
60,000 visitors a day to be smoothly and efficiently catered for A 
feature is the large arena capable of seating some 3,500 Persons : 
which pageants and displays allied to industry will be staged whik 
the Exhibition is in progress. 

Sir Alexander King said that all visitors could be assured of a warm 
welcome, and traditional Scottish hospitality. The Council would be 
particularly happy to see as many visitors from overseas as could come 
and were making arrangements for overseas buyers’ clubs, special 
typing and other facilities, plans for buyers to see Scottish manufac. 
turing plants—in fact, everything was being done to make a visito; 
feel that his journey was worth while. Although accommodation Was 
a difficulty in Glasgow, as it was everywhere else, Sir Alexander said 
that no overseas visitor need stay away because he feared that he coulj 
not get accommodation. A register was being compiled by the 
Scottish Council and if visitors could not all be accommodated in the 
hotels, they would be housed (and comfortably housed) in private 
accommodation. 

The Exhibition is being extensively advertised throughout the world 
and all enquiries concerning it should be addressed to the General 
Manager, Mr. M. H. Donaldson, Scottish Industries Exhibition 
351 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow. 


Spreading the News About Britain’s 


Outstanding Products 


THE particular appeal of a wide range of British goods has received 

attention in the editorial columns of many newspapers and maga- 
zines overseas as the result of anarticle in the Board of Trade Journal 
of December 18, 1948, outlining the work of the Government informa- 
tion Services. Manufacturers and exporters were invited to get into 
touch with the Information Division, Board: of Trade, if they had 
stories whose telling overseas would be likely to enhance their export 
trade. 

Among the material sent to information officers overseas for offer 
to editors during the last three months, has been feature articles on 
food processing machinery, cellulose and rubber manufactures. 
Short news items have referred to pipes and sanitary fittings, caravans, 
electrical apparatus, confectionery, builders’ tools, gummed labels, 
embossing presses, clothing and tractors. A set of photographs of 
agricultural machinery has been despatched and others of post- 
driving machinery, sewing machines and tractors are in preparation 
orcontemplated. Some of the above subjects are being illustrated by in- 
dividual photographs, and railway rolling stock has provided an excellent 
picture with short explanatory caption. The Information Division 
is exploring the possibilities of several other items submitted, and the 
next few weeks will see more of this material on its way overseas to 
soften up the ground for export trade. 

The use of these contributions is not exhausted with the official 
channels of transmission. Suitable subjects are brought to the 
attention of the overseas services of the B.B.C. and the newsreels 
companies. Some firms indicate that they are prepared to welcome 
parties of foreign journalists who visit Britain during the summer 
months, and such invitations are passed to those responsible for the 
organization of tours. Overseas correspondents in London often 
apply to the Board of Trade for news of British industrial achievement, 
and material from individual firms can provide them with at least 2 
starting point for further enquiries. 

The Information Division will welcome more news and pictures 
of this kind. It must be emphasized that, to be acceptable, material 
submitted should have a news angle. Catalogue material is without 
value to an editorial department. A brief write up of a product in 
non-technical language is useful, more so if it is accompanied by a 
item of typical news interest such as an important overseas order, 
an ingenious new refinement, a works visit by V.I.Ps., a novel means 
of transportation, or an unusual aspect of works relations. A reprint 
of the article of December 18, 1948, which fully described the nature 
and scope of the service can be provided on request. Communic 
tions should be addressed to the Information Division, Board o 
Trade, Millbank, London, S.W.1. 
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HOME NEWS SECTION 


Increased Prices for Utility 
Knitted Goods 


HE Board of Trade have made an Order* which brings into force 
i April 19, 1949, Supplement No. 2 to Schedule K of Utility 
Knitted Goods. ; an 

This Supplement withdraws ten specifications from Schedule K 
and introduces six new ones, including men’s fully fashioned wool 
under garments, and women’s wool and cotton combinations. It 
also increases the manufacturers price of one hundred and thirty 
eight existing specifications and decreases the price of six. The 
increases are due to increases in the price of raw wool. Some examples 


are as follows :— 


Spec. No. Increase per doz. 

H191 Women’s combinations wms. from 103s. 3d. to 105s. 3d. 
H.422 Boys’ trunks, 26 ins. ba » 35s. 3d. ,, 36s. Od. 
H.58A Men’s hose, 10 ins. at soe. Od,.,, °62e.-0d; 
H.101 Girls’ cardigans, 26 ins. » voecOd..,, 76a. Gk 
H.432B Wool scarf ... ae ee » G38. Ods 5, 656. 3a: 

Decreased per doz. 

1533C Women’s vest wms.... , 60s. Od. ,, 54s. 6d. 


The Order also adds to the First Schedule the Utility knitted cloth 
of the specification number 1597B, which can be made into women’s 
dresses and suits of the specification numbers 1761A, 1761B, 1762A 
and 1762B. 

* The Knitted Goods (Manufacture and Supply) (Amendment) (No. 8) 
Order, 1949, which amends the Knitted Goods (Manufacture and Supply) 
Order, 1948 (S.I. 1948 No. 316) (S.I. 1949 No. 672, price 1d., by post 
2d. Schedule K., price 3d., by post 4d.). Copies are obtainable from 
HLM. Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and branches, or 
through any bookseller. 


Imports of Silk Yarn and 


Manufactures 


A REDUCTION to 50 per cent. in the former export requirement 
of 66% per cent. imposed on imported silk goods was announced in 
Notice to Importers No. 305, issued last December. 

Subsequently, on February 7, 1949, a letter relating to a relaxation 
of export conditions for silk manufactures, was sent by the Silk and 
Rayon Control and the Hosiery Control to all firms in the silk industry. 

The Import Licensing Department of the Board of Trade wishes to 
draw attention to the fact that the relaxation announced in the above- 
mentioned letter relates only to silk goods made in this country from 
United Kingdom manufactured silk yarns or directly from raw silk 
allocated by the Control. With regard to silk goods imported under 
R.E.X. licences, or made from silk yarns imported under R.E.X. 
licences, the conditions set forth in Notice to Importers No. 305 still 


apply. 
Lead Metal Manufactures and 
Lead Compounds for Export 


ANOTICE was included in the Board of Trade Journal of January 8, 
1949 (page 45), inviting applications for licences to export a limited 
quantity of low-conversion manufactures of lead and lead compounds. 
Licences have been issued for lead compounds and for manufactures 
of lead, such as sheets, pipes, alloys, but not for pig lead, lead ingots 
or lead scrap, which were not within the permissible range of lead 
metal exports. 

It has now been decided that a further very limited allocation should 
be made for the second quarter of 1949. Exporters should note that 
applications for export licences to be considered against this allocation 
ro reach the Export Licensing Branch not later than April 30, 


As the licences will be issued as in previous quarters with a short- 
term validity only, applicants should restrict applications to amounts 
_—_ could reasonably be expected to be shipped within the near 
uture. 

Further particulars of the arrangements under which this allocation 
will be dealt with can be obtained from the Board of Trade, Export 
ee Branch, Regis House, 43/46 King William Street, London, 


Goods for Shops on Board Ships 


THE Board of Trade has decided that, as from April 6 supplies of 

consumer goods for sale in shops on board ships shall, for dis- 
tributive purposes, be treated as exports. The goods chiefly affected 
are clothing, footwear, fancy goods, toilet preparations, toys, etc. 
In the past, supplies to these shops have had to come out of home 
market quotas or allocations. 


The concession will apply only to foreign-going passenger vessels, 
and not to coastal or cross-channel boats, or those going to Eire, 
the Channel Islands, etc. Foreign-going ships are defined by the 
Ministry of Transport as follows :— 

“ Foreign-going ship means a ship employed in trading or going 
between some place or places situate beyond the following limits, 
that is to say, the coast of Great Britain and Ireland, the Channel 
Islands, the Isle of Man or the Continent of Europe between the 
River Elbe and Brest inclusive.’’ 


The Board of Trade also wishes to make it clear that the concession 
does not extend to Ships’ Stores, which must continue to come out 
of home market supplies. Nor does it apply to shops on British troop- 
ships or naval vessels. 


In exceptional cases it may happen that certain goods in a ship’s 
shop prove unsaleable, and have to be re-landed in the United 
Kingdom. Suppliers are reminded that export goods being re- 
imported in this manner are subject to the usual procedure on 
frustrated exports, see Board of Trade Yournal for July 10, 1948, and 
will accordingly have to be licensed for re-importation by the import 
Licensing Branch of the Board of Trade. The supplier must then 
seek another overseas market for the goods, or, if he wishes to dispose 
of them in the home market, apply for their release to the home 
production department concerned. If, however, any goods which 
have proved unsaleable are re-landed simply for transfer to another 
foreign-going vessel, no application for an import licence is required, 
H.M. Customs holding the goods in bond pending re-shipment. 


A further consideration to be borne in mind is that, while goods 
supplied to ships’ shops are not subject to Purchase Tax, any goods 
which are normally subject to Purchase Tax will, on re-landing, 
become taxable. 


Cases may arise in which United Kingdom suppliers are asked to 
supply goods for ships’ shops on foreign-owned vessels. In principle, 
such orders are no less an export from the United Kingdom point of 
view than goods actually landed in a foreign country, and they should 
accordingly receive the same treatment as orders for British ships’ 
shops, subject to compliance with the existing exchange control 
regulations. 


Many of the shops are aboard ships engaged on routes which serve 
travellers from the dollar countries and, although this trade is, 
naturally, a relatively small one, it has a considerable advertisement 
value—literally as a “‘shop window ”’ for British goods—and the 
Board of 'Trade, in making these new arrangements, believes that it 
may rely on the co-operation of the trade to make the most of them 
by seeing that at all times the greatest possible attention is paid to 
quality and design of the goods displayed. 


Borax and Boric Acid Control 


Relaxed 


LLOCATIONS of borax and boric acid made to individual 

consumers under the direction of the Board of Trade ceased on 
April 1, and, with effect from that date, ordinary trading conditions 
are, in general, established. ‘The amount of borax which may be used 
in the manufacture of sodium perborate is, however, still limited, and 
is subject to agreement between the Board of 'Trade and the suppliers. 
The total supplies for other uses will continue to be watched as hard 
currency imports are involved and economical standards of use should 
still be observed. As from May 1, the Board will be prepared to 
consider applications for import licences from any firm. 


This relaxation is another one of those announced by the President 
of the Board of Trade in the House of Commons on March 22. 
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Trade of Independent Retailers 








ALES by independent retailers making returns to the Board of 

‘Trade were, in most cases, lower than in January, but February is 

normally a slack month in the retail trade and the falls were not 
big; except for motor traders, garages, etc., where the sample is small, 
they were within 10 per cent. Furniture dealers and chemists were 
the only traders whose turnover showed definite rises. 


Percentage Changes in Sales Compared with a Year Earlier 
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Lower Sales in February in Most Trades 


Shops selling hardware, toys and sports goods, etc., and jewellery, etc, 
had on the average a lower turnover than a year earlier. 


Apparel Sales Higher than Last Year 


The figures for the apparel shops suggest that the removal of wovey 
wool garments and cloth from the ration affected the drapers’ sale 


Percentage Changes in Sales by Areas 
(Values in February 1949 compared with February 1948.) 
























Motor and Cycle Dealers, Garages, etc. 








* This group includes women’s clothing shops of all kinds. 
t This group includes all shops which do a substantial trade in made-to- 
measure garments. 


Compared with a year earlier the principal types of shops with 
considerably higher turnover were again those selling apparel, though 
chemists and furniture dealers also reported substantial increases. 


























Trade February 
1949 Midlands | South 

— Trade Scotland North- North- and of 
Drapers* a aha ss = o- sts +25 East West South England 
Men’s Wear Shops : -- Wales 

Total ... ce oe es — = ae +13 _ —— 

Outfitters See = + ee Ree cs ig +16 Drapers ... sec +13 +19 +24 +25 +29 

Bespoke Tailorsf ... i oe ee mo ie +10 Men’s Wear ... a ae +11 +22 +13 
Boot and Shoe Retailers kis ave bcs ev sti +138 Boot and Shoe... oe — 7 +16 +27 +19 
Furniture Dealers a = _— + 8 Furniture whe + 1 sks + 5 +12 
Hardware, Electrical and Radio Shops : — Hardware, etc. ... —12 — 7 —9 Nil — £ 

Total ... es = Sse oc — 6 has rag ete.... bie bea is ids +2 

Radio and Electrical ‘Shops es = iS. te — 5 Jewellers.. dca Aya Ke its sad —49 
Booksellers, Stationers and Newsagents ee Sev +1 Chemists nek | +8 +13 
Jewellers, etc. = oe — es oe eee — 4 Toys, Sports Goods, 
Chemists see +11 ete. = ee —?2 
Retailers of Toy 8, ‘Sports Goods and Leather Goods —4 4 | 

: +20 


Note.—No trade in London had a large enough sample. 


more than those of men’s wear shops. In the latter and also for 


footwear the increase in sales could probably be accounted for by 


price rises. 

Sales by independent drapers, though lower by 3 per cent. than in 
January and 30 per cent. below the Christmas peak, were nevertheless 
sii by 25 per cent. than in the corresponding month of last year, 


(Continued on next page) | 


Index Numbers of Sales Per Week 


(Average weekly 


sales in 1947 = 100) 







































































' ' 
! 
Drapers* Men’s Wear Shops Boot and Shoe | Furniture Dealers 
Month Retailers j 
Total Outfitters Bespoke Tailorst 
1947 1948 1949 1947 1948 | 1949 1947 1948 1949 1947 1948 | 1949 1947 1948 1949 1947 1948 | 1949 
Jan. ... 68 84 109 66 83 | 107 66 81 106 67 85 | 109 66 87 108 82 107 105 
Feb. ... 72 84 106 73 87 99 70 84 98 76 91 100 66 87 98 79 | 108 116 
March | 105 112 106 121 | 104 123 108 119 99 118 93 102 
April ... 106 lll 107 112 107 112 107 113 105 113 94 114 
May ... 111 117 103 124 105 125 | 101 123 108 147 100 108 
June 94 120 95 123 95 125 96 120 105 135 98 112 
July ... 90 120 98 134 98 137 98 131 105 137 93 111 
Aug. ... 83 lll 83 115 81 114 84 115 95 133 92 101 
Sept. ... 105 127 99 121 95 118 105 123 107 133 111 105 
Oct. ... 118 136 112 125 113 122 110 128 110 149 115 124 
Nov. ... 120 129 121 124 121 125 119 123 120 139 128 118 
Des. ... 127 151 139 162 146 175 129 145 114 152 115 122 
Year... | 100 117 100 119 100 | 120 100 118 100 128 100 lll 



























* This group includes women’s clothing shops of all kinds. 
+ This group includes all shops which do a substantial trade in made-to-measure garments. 


CHIEF ADMINISTRATION 


7 CHANCERY LANE, LONDON. W.C.2 
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Trade of Independent Retailers—(Continued) 


The independent men’s wear retailers reported a fall of 8 per cent. 
compared with January, but were 13 per cent. up over the year earlier, 
the changes over the month for both outfitters and bespoke tailors 
were similar but outfitters showed a greater rise over the previous 
February. For both drapery and men’s wear of all types the increases 
over 1948 recorded in February were less than those shown 
in the previous month ; they were also much smaller than those 
reported by the departments of the large-scale retailers of women’s 
wear and men’s wear (37 per cent. and 43 per cent. respectively). 

Footwear sales by independent retailers were 10 per cent. lower 
than the January figure; the increase of 13 per cent. compared with a 
year earlier was very similar to the 12 per cent. for the departments 
of the large retailers. 


Increased Furniture Sales 


Furniture dealers reported better results compared with January 
than any of the other panels, with a 10 per cent. rise in sales. The 
index at 116 was higher than in any month of 1948 with the exception 
of the high figures in October to December. 

Sales were 8 per cent. higher than in February 1948, the biggest 
increase in any month since August. The furnishing departments of 
the large scale firms were up by 5 per cent. 


Little Change in Hardware and Radio Sales 


There were only very slight increases over the month in sales by 
independent hardware and specialist radio dealers ; compared with 
the corresponding month of last year sales fell 5 per cent. for the 
specialist radio dealers and rather more in other hardware shops. 
The large retailers showed a similar decrease of 5 per cent. over 
last year in sales of hardware electrical and radio goods. 


Booksellers, Newsagents and Stationers 


Sales by independent booksellers, stationers and newsagents 
fell by 5 per cent. from the January figure and, as in the large-scale 
shops, were at about the same level as in the spring of 1948. 
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Jewellers’ Sales again lower than last year 


Sales by independent jewellers have been lower than a year earlier 
in each month since May last year. In February they were much the 
same as in January and 4 per cent. lower than in February 1948. The 
jewellery and fancy goods departments of the larger shops reported 
sales 10 per cent. lower than a year earlier. 


Comparison of Independent and Large Retailers 


Percentage changes in sales compared with a year earlier. 





February 1949 














Trade = 
Independent Large 
shops retailers 
Drapers... +25 +37 
Men’s Wear a +13 +43 
Boot and Shoe ... +13 +12 











Chemists 


In the independent chemists’ shops sales were higher than in any 
month since the present series of figures began, except for the Decem- 
ber peaks. An 11 per cent. rise over the year, double that in the 
larger shops, was the biggest increase since the autumn of 1947. 


Fall in Sales of Toys, etc. 


The independent retailers panel of toys, sports and leather goods 
showed a sales figure which was the lowest recorded since February 
1947. ‘There was a decrease of 8 per cent. compared with January 
1949, and of 4 per cent. compared with February 1948. The depart- 
ments of large scale retailers showed an increase of 4 per cent. compared 
with the corresponding month last year, but as the large retailers 
include sales of bicycles, etc., in the group, no true comparison may 
be made. 


Index Numbers of Sales Per Week 


(Average weekly sales inl947 = 100) 

































































Hardware, Electrical and Radio Shops 
-- ee Booksellers, Jewellers, ete. Chemists Retailers of Toys, Motor and 
| Radio and Stationers Sports Goods Cycle Dealers, 
Tota | | Electrical Shops and Newsagents and Leather Goods Garages, ete. 

1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 

82 | 94 95 85 | 103 110 83 | 97 100 78 85 78 95 | 100 | 106 57 71 70 89 94 125 | Jan. 
82 | 103 | 96 90 | 118 112 79 | 96 96 61 81 78 96 | 100 | 112 56 67 65 66 86 | 104 | Feb. 
8% | 99 | 91 | 104 | 84 | 96 | 78 | 85 95 | 96 69 | 82 90 | 97 Mar. 
9 | 107 | 99 | 116 | Se |. 97! 84 | 93 94 99 86 92 110 | 108 April 
97 | 103 94 | 101 85 ; 91 | 86 | 89 © 92 99 92 96 113 102 May 
% | 89 | 90 | 90 89 | 89 92 | 85 95 | 93 94 | 90 124 | 109 June 
% | 97 85 87 93 100 100 94 100 | 104 104 | 115 111 99 July 
% | 90 | 86 82 90 95 103 91 100 97 103 105 104 96 Aug. 
114 | 96 | 111 92 98 | 97 108 88 99 98 108 | 101 | 98 108 Sept. 
lll | 109 | 116 | 116 | 103 | 111 98 96 100 99 103 101 100 } 112 | Oct. 
123 | 108 | 134 | 110 | 129 | 125 1139 | 93 106 | 104 135 | 117 | 94 1113 | Nov. 
120 | 116 | 119 | 121 | 184 | 173 1173 | 165 128 | 127 192 | 183 100 | 103 Dec. 

| | | 
100 | 101 | 100 103 | 100 | 106 100 95 100 101 | | 100 102 100 102 Year 
| ' | ' ' 
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New Capital Issues 


THE following statistics have been compiled by the Midland Bank 

Limited. These compilations of issues of new capital, which are 
subject to revision, exclude all borrowings by the British Government ; 
shares issued to vendors ; allotments arising from the capitalization of 
reserve funds and undivided profits ; sales of already issued securities 
which add nothing to the capital resources of the company whose 
securities have been offered ; and issues in replacement of securities 
previously held in the United Kingdom. The figures are based upon 
the prices of issue. 

On the above basis the total of new capital issues for March 1949 is 
£22,088,000 (as against £11,200,000 in March 1948), making 
£34,096,000 for the first three months of the year (as against 
£54,061,000 for the first three months of 1948, and £33,105,000 for 
the corresponding period of 1938). 


Summary Tables 
[£000 omitted.] 




















1938 1946 1947 1948 1949 

January ... 7,465 5,666 14,186 38,470 6,578 
February 19,248 4,618 15,834 4,390 5,430 
March 6,392 7,237 14,486 11,200 22,088 

33,105 17,521 44,506 54,061 34,096 
April 5,114 12,636 9,758 2,544 
May 27,323 7,133 9,338 13,480 
June_ 8,509 9,264 12,303 9,939 
July 15,188 31,461 45,715 6,676 
August 2,184 8,968 3,306 30,557 
September 1,649 13,278 5,101 5,196 
October ... 2,628 6,098 3,942 104,779 
November 12,802 9,063 8,837 14,372 
December 9,596 15,348 5,974 5,592 
Year 118,098 130,770 151,108* | 251,365* 




















* Including items which cannot be allocated to any one month. 
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The modern wholesaler has a highly geared, 
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products of the factory to thousands of retail 
outlets with equity, economy and efficiency. 
For the manufacturer this means guaranteed 
continuity of production through stock being 
regularly ordered in advance of season. For 
the retailer it means ready supplies of ‘‘the 
pick of the market ’’ in the quantity and price 
range his trade demands. 


Issued in the interests of Economic Textile Distribution 


The Wholesale Textile Association - 75 Cannon Street * London « E.C.4 
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Control of Manufactures and Ray 
Materials 


SKED in the House of Commons on March 31 if he would 

give a list of the controls still exercised by his department in the 

licensing of manufactures and the purchase, acquisition and 

allocation of raw materials respectively, the President of the Board 

of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, said he would circulate a list in the 
Official Report, setting out 

(i) the goods which require a licence for trade or manufacture: 

(ii) the materials purchased for resale on government account: 

(iii) the materials which cannot be acquired without a licence. 

He wished to make it clear that the list did not include impor 

licensing or: any non-statutory arrangement for the allocation of 

materials. 


Following is the list:— 
Goods which Require a Licence for Trade or Manufacture 


Advertising circulars. 

Carpets, rugs, mats and matting. 

Contents posters (for newspapers 
and periodicals). 

Cotton linters. 

Cutlery, spoons and forks (except 
certain types). 


Jute yarn and goods. 

Lace. 

Lactic acid and casein. 

Dressed leather. 

Organs. 

Packaging (certain types of metal 
and glass containers). 


Footwear. Paint. 
Utility furs. Paper and board. 
Domestic glassware (decorated by Pencils. 
cutting, engraving or etching). Pianos. 
Gloves. Domestic pottery. 
Hard hemp. Sulphuric acid. 
True hemp (except Indian). Textiles (loom licensing), 
Hosiery. Wool: combing laps, noils, tops, 
Raw Jute. broken tops. 


Materials Purchased for Resale on Government Account 


Basic slag. Paper making materials: 
Calcium carbide. Esparto. 

Calf skins. Straw. 

Casein (lactic and rennet). Woodpulp. 

Chile nitrates. Phosphate rock and superphos- 
Cotton waste (imported). phates. 


Cyanamide. Potash, carbonate of potash, and 
True hemp. caustic potash. 

Raw hides. Pulpwood. 

Raw jute. Sulphur and pyrites. 

Jute yarn and goods. Timber: 

Molasses: Plywood, imported softwood 


Ethyl alcohol. 
Butyl alcohol. 
Acetic acid and anhydride. 


(except imported pitwood and 
imported boxboards), imported 
hardwood (except certain speci- 
alities) and imported backing 
veneers. 


Materials which cannot be Acquired without a Licence 


Bristles (for brush making). 
*Cotton linters. 

Cotton yarn. 

Raw jute. 

Jute yarn. 

New jute goods. 


*Silk yarn. 
Timber: 
Softwood (including sleepers, 
crossings, poles, boxboards). 
*Hardwood (certain species). 
Mining timber. 


*Dressed leather. Veneers. 
Linseed oil. Unmanufactured tobacco. 
Molasses: Willows. 
Ethyl alcohol. *Woodpulp. 
Butyl alcohol. Wool rags, mungo, shoddy and 
Acetic acid and anhydride. waste. 


Wool tops, broken tops, noils, 
combing laps. 
Wool yarn. 


Paper making materials: esparto, 
rags, straw. 

*Paper and board. 

Pulpwood. 


* Open licences in place of quantitative licences as announced on 
March 22, 1949. 
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Trade of Wholesale Textile Houses 
Ww aie 
Percentages of Corresponding Values for 1948 
e e e 
Big Spring Increases in Sales 
1 Sales Stocks at 
uld in F ebr uary Class of Merchandise ‘ end of 
the ; F . Feb. |Jan.toFeb.| Feb.t 
ind OTAL home trade sales by wholesale textile houses in February 
ard Tie by 61 per cent. above the January figure, an increase which Household textiles 87-6 91-7 98-2 
the compares with 54 per cent. last year, and lower figures in 1947 and _ Dress materials 117-5 109-6 97-9 
1946. The February sales index, which before the war was generally | Women’s wear 114-8 112-0 84-4 
re; below average, was this year almost 20 per cent. above the average for Of which:— = 
nt: 1948. In spite of the high sales the total value of stocks rose by 3 per Coats, costumes, raincoats, etc. 164-4 155-5 65-2 
: : he month. Knitted outerwear, etc. aes 119-6 111-5 79-0 
Ce, cent, during t Milli d artificial 6 
ort In the three main groups, the greatest rise compared with January Ladies’ b ee ene +2. pe bine am 
of was one of 70 per cent. in women’s wear. This increase brought the Woven en 141-3 139-6 97-6 
index to a point which has only twice been exceeded; during the peak Other underwear (inc. sanitary goods) | 112-0 105-3 77-3 
selling period of September to October last year sales were rather Girls’ and children’s wear ae acer AOD 101-4 93-8 
higher than in February. These high sales were not made at the Haberdashery, trimmings, buttons, etc. 74:7 81-0 84-3 
expense of stocks which showed a small but definite rise during the Men’s and boys’ wear a 117-1 117-8 111-6 
ire month. Sales of men’s wear were up by nearly 60 per cent. and the Of which :— — biti 
heavier sales caused little change in the stock level. Dress material a clothing =. i pes 
sales were UP by nearly a third and were equal to the highest figure B Si io 107-4 102-9 100-8 
recorded during 1948. Furnishi = 
: . ‘ ‘urnishings ... ae 108-9 105-2 90-9 
Compared with a year earlier, total sales were 10 per cent. higher, Fancy departments... 85-3 83-4 153 
but total stocks were down by 9 per cent. Sales of women’s wear as__ Sports and travel* 72-6 100-7 59-9 
a whole rose by 15 per cent., the sub-category of coats, costumes, Miscellaneous 70-6 72-7 85-5 
tal rainccats, etc., showing a striking increase of 64 per cent., the highest 
for some years, while stocks fell by 35 per cent. Sales of woven ‘Total (including some items not allocated 
underwear were up by 41 per cent. with only a very slight fall in stocks. to classes)... . 109-9 108-3 91-4 
Haberdashery, trimmings, buttons, etc., were again lower. 
Total sales of men’s wear were 17 per cent. higher than in February + Including some goods for export which form only a small part of the total. 
1948, the ready-made clothing sub-division showing an increase of * Reporting houses do relatively little business in these categories and the 
47 per cent., and stocks were a little higher in value than last year. figures may not be representative of the trade of the country taken as a whole. 
s, Index Numbers of Sales and Stocks 
(Averages of values in 1942100) 
nt | Total Home Trade Women’s and Children’s Wear Men’s and Boys’ Wear Piece-goods (Dress Materials) 
Pre-war 
seasonal 1946 1947 1948 1949 1946 1947 1948 1949 1946 1947 1948 1949 1946 1947 1948 1949 
movementt 
= SALES 
S= l er 7 a 
January ... | 55 98 123 123 130 93 107 106 114 81 128 133 158 137 152 143 144 
rd February ... 80 136 157 190 209 132 146 168 193 141 193 214 251 133 139 158 185 
March er 119 120 153 176 117 147 165 113 162 187 123 134 149 
April is 109 133 169 172 137 169 157 128 171 186 120 127 155 
May... sis 106 147 175 153 154 174 136 135 181 181 127 136 144 
June bois 90 108 150 163 109 139 148 102 153 178 106 156 147 
r July via 67 123 148 144 117 125 126 131 164 174 123 154 140 
i August =... 71 138 149 163 137 133 146 157 172 190 121 134 139 
od September ... 137 163 181 223 161 162 199 180 188 261 126 166 184 
+ October 45 138 174 207 227 173 187 202 190 226 268 132 191 185 
Ww November ... 122 151 179 216 144 158 186 163 187 267 115 155 179 
December ... 106 112 133 154 104 121 137 112 154 184 93 105 115 
Year __ass 100 134 160 175 132 147 156 136 173 202 121 146 153 
Srocks (at end of month) 
January... 95 94 122 176 163 104 132 183 159 93 114 172 185 74 83 142 142 
, February ... 107 93 113 185 168 107 129 199 168 85 89 164 183 65 78 146 143 
) March bes 106 95 107 188 lll 121 198 87 90 174 65 75 161 
April a 103 95 108 191 107 116 195 86 91 172 61 76 174 
May... =... 99 90 | 109 | 189 99 | 115 | 192 84 94 | 181 64 81 | 172 
June ae 94 97 122 192 106 127 185 92 111 192 69 103 201 
July hee 101 106 139 195 119 148 188 99 122 198 68 106 184 
August. lll 100 139 184 109 148 176 88 111 180 72 120 198 
September ... 107 92 141 172 99 151 163 75 108 159 67 120 183 
{ fF October =. 101 92 | 141 | 163 99 | 151 | 156 72 | 109 | 153 6s | 118 | 167 
November ... 95 94 142 150 100 150 141 79 120 149 74 119 154 
, December ... 81 109 156 154 115 162 144 102 148 169 87 132 160 
ae 100 96 128 178 106 138 177 87 109 172 69 101 170 
* Purchase tax has been omitted in computing the value of both sales and stocks, and no adjustment has been made for changes in prices. The figures, with the 
1 exception of home trade sales, include some goods for export, which form only a small part of the total. 
t Based on 1935 to 1938. 











748 


BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 





9 Apri 1949 


Extension of Export Licensing Control of Goods of 
Potential Military Value 


NSWERING a question in the House of Commons on March 31, 

the President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, said, 

many items of potential military value were already subject to 
export licensing control in our security interests. An Order* had 
been signed that day and would become operative on April 8, ex- 
tending this control over a wider range of these goods. His Majesty’s 
Government would continue to keep the position under close review, 
and export control would be extended to other items where this 
course was necessary in our security interests. 

The goods concerned are graphite, mica in certain forms, siloxanes 
and specified materials containing siloxanes, specified non-ferrous 
metals and alloys, strontium ore, corrosive resistant lined cocks and 
valves, high-speed compressors, diamond dies, diamond tipped tools, 
certain metal working machines, some scientific apparatus, various 
chemicals, metal in some forms for special purposes, aircraft landing 
mats, particular types of minesweeping equipment, and unmounted 
diamonds (other than cut and polished gems) and diamond powder. 

The details of the goods which have been added to the First 
Schedule of the Main Export Control Order and thus become subject 
to Export Licensing Control, are as follows :— 

Group 5 

Graphite, natural and artificial and mixtures of natural and artificial 
graphite. 

Mica slabs, sheets and splittings. 

Siloxanes, whether polymerized or not, and, if containing 50 per cent. 
or more by weight of siloxanes— 

(a) silastics ; and 

(b) siloxane compounds, greases, resins and fluids. 

Grovp 6 (1) . 

Under the heading non-ferrous metals and alloys (whether or not coated, 

plated, drilled or punched):— 


Bismuth. Columbium (niobium) 
Strontium. Titanium. 
Zirconium. Alloys mainly of columbium (niobium) or 
zirconium. 
Ores and concentrates :— 
Strontium. 
Group 6 (2) 


Manufactures wholly or mainly of non-precious metal:— 
Cocks and valves, with corrosive resistant lining. 
Group 6 (4) 
Compressors, high-speed, for wind tunnels, with Mach number 0°7 or over. 
Dies, diamond (whether mounted or not) and tools and tool parts of which 
the cutting edge is tipped with diamond. 
Machines, metal working, the following:— 
Boring and turning mills, vertical. 
Broaching machines. 
Forging hammers and drop stamps of a capacity of over 1,000 tons. 
Forging machines of a capacity of over 1,000 tons. 
Gear cutting, grinding and shaving machines. 
Grinding machines, the following:— 
Camsheft, crankshaft and combined camshaft, crankpin and crank- 
shaft grinding machines. 
Centreless external grinding machines. 
Centreless internal grinding machines. 
Internal] grinding machines. 
Lathes, the following :— 
Camshaft turning. 
Crankshaft turning. 
Relieving. 
Surfacing and boring, 10 ins. centre height and over. 
Turret, with a bar capacity of 3 in. and over and a chuck capacity 
of 24 ins. and over. 
Presses of a capacity of over 1,000 tons. 
Profiling machines, the following:— 
Marine and aircraft propeller blade profiling machines (planing, 
shaping, milling or grinding). 
Group 12 (1) 
Computers, electronic, other than office calculating machines. 
Infra-red absorption meters. 
Microscopes, electron. 
Piezo-electric quartz plates, mounted or unmounted. 
Telemetering equipment incorporating or designed to incorporate elec- 
tronic valves. 
Group 13 (1) 
Antimony compounds (other than antimony oxides and antimony sul- 
phides already controlled). 
Ca'cium permanganate. 
Diethyl diphenyl urea (carbamite or centralite). 


Dimethyl diphenyl urea (carbamite or centralite). 

Di-nitro-toluene. 

Glycols, esters, ethers and ether esters of glycols (including ethylene 
oxide and diethylene oxide). 

Hexamethylenetetramine. 

Hydrazine hydrate. 

Hydrogen peroxide (50 volumes strength and over). 

Isopropylether. 

Lead tetra-ethyl and mixtures containing lead tetra-ethy]. 

Nitro-guanidine. 

Pentaerythritol. 

Potassium permanganate. 

Strontium compounds. 

Zirconium compounds. 

Group 17 

Cartridge strip, rolled brass. 

Gilding metal, clad steel, for bullet envelopes. 

Gun forgings, rough. 

Landing mats, for aeroplanes. 

Minesweeping equipment, magnetic or acoustic. 

Unmounted diamonds (other than cut and polished gems) and diamoné 
powder became subject to licence by amendment of Article 3 and Group 1f 
of the Main Export Control Order. 

The items listed above, with the exception of those in Group 17 and 
mixtures containing lead tetra-ethyl, are, however, exempt from expor 
licensing procedure if exported to any of the following destinations (which 
comprise the British Commonwealth, the other O.E.E.C. countries and the 
United States):— 


Canada. Australia. New Zealand. 
Union of South Africa. India. Pakistan. 
Ceylon. Southern Rhodesia. 


Any colony, being part of His Majesty’s dominions. 

Any British protectorate or British protected state. 

Any territory for the time being administered by the Government of any 
part of His Majesty’s dominions under the trusteeship system of the United 
Nations. 


South-West Africa. Eire. Belgium. 
Denmark. France. Greece. 
Iceland. Italy. Luxemburg. 
Netherlands. Norway. Portugal. 
Sweden. Switzerland. Trieste. 
Turkey. United States. 


* The Export of Goods (Control) (Amendment No. 3) Order, 1949, 
S.I. 1949 No. 652 (price 2d. by post 3d.). Copies obtainable from 
H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and branches, or 
through any bookseller. 


Iron and Steel Board 


[It was announced on October 1, 1948 that the members of the 

Iron and Steel Board, with the exception of the Trade Union 
members, were unable to accept the invitation of the Minister of 
Supply to serve a further year, in the changed circumstances likely 
in their view to arise from the Government’s proposals for bringing 
sections of the iron and steel industry under public ownership. It 
was, however, also announced that the Board would continue 
office pending completion of their work on certain outstanding major 
problems then in hand. 

A stage has now been reached when the Board feels that this work 
has now been completed as far as practicable, and accordingly the 
appointment of the Board terminated on March 31, 1949. 

The executive work previously carried out under the Board will be 
performed by a division of the Ministry of Supply to be known # 
the Iron and Steel Division. That division will be in the charge 
an Under-Secretary and will be staffed by those previously serving 
the Iron and Steel Board. Matters connected with the Iron and 
Steel Bill will continue to be dealt with by a separate division of the 
Ministry. 


Yarn Production in the Cotton Industry 


PRODUCTION of single yarn of all types during the week ended 
March 12 was 19-1 million Ibs., compared with 18-91 million lbs 
for the previous week. 

Total production of yarn in the 11 weeks ended March 19 was 
210-33 million lbs. ‘The target for production during 1949 # 
1,040 million Ibs. 
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Questions Asked and Answered in Parliament 


Below is a selection of questions of interest to industry answered in Parliament. 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 30 


East African Groundnuts 


The Secretary for Overseas Trade, Mr. A. G. Bottomley, said that 
sbout 1,350 tons of sulphate of ammonia from the United Kingdom 
had been sent to East Africa for use in the groundnut scheme. 


THURSDAY MARCH 31 


Cost of Raw Wool in Men’s Suits 


Asked what was the value of the raw wool material in a man’s good- 
quality utility suit ; and what proportion in value of the whole suit 
this constituted, the President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold 
Wilson, replied that the maximum price for the top utility suit in 
cloth 209F, the best utility worsted suiting, was £11 4s. 5d. (ready 
made). ‘The cost of the raw wool used in the manufacture of the cloth 
for this suit would be about 40s. to 45s., according to the type used. 
This represented 18 to 20 per cent. of the retail price of the suit. 


Utility Cotton Garments 


The President gave the following list of Orders published during the 
last six months which comtained revised maximum prices (including 
some decreases) for manufacturers and distributors of utility cotton 
garments, including those made from flannelette. The increases 
related to the increases in the price of raw cotton which occurred last 
spring. 

MANUFACTURERS’ ORDERS 
The Knitted Goods (Manufacture and Supply) (Amendment) (No. 


5) Order, 1948—S.I. 1948 No. 2326. 


The Utility Apparel (Men’s, Youths’ and Boys’ Outerwear) (Manu- 
facture and Supply) (Consolidation) Order, 1948—S.I. 1948 No. 2335. 

The Utility Apparel (Waterproofs) (No. 2) Order, 1948—S.I. 1948 
No. 2339. 

The Utility Apparel (Gaberdine Raincoats) (Manufacture and 
Supply) (No. 2) Order, 1948—S.I. 1948 No. 2412. 

The Utility Apparel (Men’s and Boys’ Shirts, Underwear and Night- 
wear) (Manufacture and Supply) (Consolidation) Order, 1948—S.I. 
1948 No. 2637. 

The Knitted Goods (Manufacture and Supply) (Amendment) 
(No. 6) Order, 1948—S.I. 1948 No. 2761. 

The Utility Overalls and Aprons (Manufacture and Supply) 
(Amendment) (No. 3) Order, 1948—S.I. 1948 No. 2852. 

The Utility Corsets (Manufacture and Supply) Order, 1949—S.I. 
1949 No. 39. 

The Knitted Goods (Manufacture and Supply) (Amendment) 
(No. 7) Order, 1949—S.I. 1949 No. 223. 

The Utility Apparel (Women’s and Maids’ Underwear and Night- 
wear) (Manufacture and Supply) Order, 1949—S.I. 1949 No. 287. 

The Utility Apparel (Men’s and Boys’ Shirts, Underwear and Night- 


' wear) (Manufacture and Supply) (Amendment) Order, 1949—S.I. 


1949 No. 351. 
DistRiBUTORS’ ORDERS 

The Utility Apparel (Maximum Prices and Charges) (Amendment) 
Order, 1948—S.I. 1948 No. 2468. 

The Utility Apparel (Maximum Prices and Charges) (Amendment) 
Order, 1949—S.I. 1949 No. 174. 

The Utility Apparel (Maximum Prices and Charges) (Amendment) 
(No. 2) Order, 1949—S.I. 1949 No. 226. 


Production Efficiency Service 


The duties of the Adviser on Production Efficiency, stated the 
President, were to advise industrial firms, particularly the smaller 
firms, at their request, on problems associated with their industrial 
eficiency. He was responsible for the advice on those problems 
offered to industry by the Production Efficiency Service, and for the 
technical efficiency of the Service. 


South African Import Restrictions 
The President said he had received representations from trade 


organizations and from a number of firms and industries who had 
gi 


oods on order or in production especially for South Africa, which 


they were unable to despatch for shipment by the operative date of 
restrictions on imports, March 11. The Senior Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa was instructed to seek an extension of the period of 
grace beyond March 11, but the South African authorities had not 
been able to accede to this request and such goods would accordingly 
require import licences. It seemed reasonable to hope that the South 
African authorities would issue import licences in cases of hardship 
and the Senior Trade Commissioner had been asked to seek an 
assurance to this effect. 


MONDAY APRIL 4 


Production of Non-Ferrous Metals 


The Minister of Supply, Mr. George Strauss, said that it had 
recently been decided that arrangements should be made for the 
Ministry of Supply to take over general responsibility for the produc- 
tion of non-ferrous metals in the United Kingdom, except the inspec- 
tion of health, safety and welfare measures. The division of respon- 
sibility between departments had not yet been closely defined and 
no advisers had been appointed. 


TUESDAY APRIL 5 


President’s Visit to Midlands 


Asked what was the outcome of the President’s official visit to the 
Midlands on Friday, March 25, Mr. Bottomley replied that on 
March 25 the President visited the factories of Harry Ferguson 
Limited and the Standard Motor Company at Banner Lane, Coventry. 
This visit was arranged before any redundancy had been announced 
at the factory, so that he could discuss at first hand the problems that 
were arising in various overseas markets in connection with the sale 
of tractors. The President discussed these problems fully during 
his visit with representatives of management and of the trade unions; 
he would bear in mind the interests of the agricultural manufacturing 
industries in the course of negotiations with the various countries 
concerned. 


Selling Prices of Footwear 


Mr. Bottomley stated that he could not say to what extent footwear 
was being sold below the legal maximum price because of the increase 
in supplies. 

Questioned about the retail selling price of children’s footwear 
during the past twelve months, Mr. Bottomley said that the maximum 
retail price of footwear depended on the margins which may be added 
by manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers. The reductions that 
had been made in these margins in the last twelve months represented 
reductions of from 4d. to 1s. 7d. in the pound (£) for children’s 
footwear, depending on the type and grade. 


Purchase of Timber on Public Account 


The selling price of timber which was purchased on public account 
was fixed from time to time in relation to actual costs, and it was not 
the policy of the Board of Trade to make, over a period, either profit 
or loss on timber trading, Mr. Bottomley said. 


Import of Goods from Yugoslavia 


Asked what was the machinery by which import licences could be 
obtained by British firms wishing to import goods from Yugoslavia 
under Article 5 of the Anglo-Yugoslav Agreement, Mr. Bottomley 
replied that applications for import licences should be addressed to 
the Import Licensing Department, 189 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


Purchases of Pulp and Newsprint 


The President was asked whether he could now give some explana- 
tion of the continuous purchases of pulp from Russia and newsprint 
from Sweden at higher rates than they could be obtained from 
Canada. 

Mr. Bottomley replied that there was practically no difference 
between the c.i.f. cost of comparable grades of pulp from Canada 
and Russia. The cost of newsprint from Sweden was higher than 
that from Canada, but imports from Canada were limited by avail- 
ability of dollars. 

The total imports of newsprint from Canada and Newfoundland 
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which had been approved for 1949 were the same as those which were 
allowed in 1948, Mr. Bottomley stated. 
that we should maintain these traditional imports at such a level as 


It was obviously desirable 
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our currency position would permit although they were, of course, 


substantially below the amount imported before the war. 


Exports of Coal, Iron and Steel 


Mr. Bottomley gave the following figures of exports of coal, iron 
and steel to Canada and Europe during 1948 :— 








Coal Iron and Steel (a) 
\ \ 
Tons £000 Tons £7000 
To Canada 163,114 597 41,622 1,845 
To Europe (b) 8,133,913 29,770 684,021 35,200 








(a) Comprises in addition to iron and steel, certain manufactures thereof 


Separate figures for iron and steel are not readily available. 
(b) All countries in Europe, including Iceland, The Faroes, Soviet Union 
(European and Asiatic), Turkey (European and Asiatic), Cyprus, Azores, 


Madeira and Malta. 


Staff Employed in Flax Production 


Questioned about the staff in the headquarters of the Directorate 
of Home Flax Production and the managerial and office staff in the 
flax mills, Mr. Bottomley said that 10 flax mills were at present 
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Factory Building in Scotland 


them was 99. For the peak period of production during 
the corresponding figures were 17 and 142. 
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operating and the number of officers employed in connection With 


the war, 


The total of new factory space in Scotland still in course of con. 


Prices for Home-Grown Timber 


struction, or approved but not yet started, amounted to Nearly {) 
million square feet, at an estimated cost over £28 million, OF this 
34 million square feet (estimated cost £6-3 million) was Governmen, 
financed. Mr. Bottomley could not say what additions to this 
programme could be made, since it was necessary for every propos! 
to be examined on its merits in view of the continued need to consery 
our building resources and to limit capital investment to essenti| 
projects. 


Asked whether his attention had been drawn to the recent decision 


of the Agricultural Wages Board authorizing an increase in th 
minimum wages for woodmen; and whether, in consequence, lx 


would order a review of the prices schedule of home-grown timbe, 
Mr. Bottomley replied that the maximum prices for home-grom 
timber, which were fixed in 1939, were increased in 1947. Organin. 


Registrations of British and Foreign Films 


HE following are details of films registered by the Board of Trade under the Cinematograph Films Acts, 
1938 and 1948, during the week ended Tuesday, April 5, 1949 :— 





| 


tions representing English and Scottish woodland owners had py 
forward a case for a further increase on the ground that wages ha 
recently risen and this case was now being considered. 





Length 











| Date of 
Title of Film | Registered in the Name of Maker’s Name | Registered No.| (feet) Registration 
BritTIsH . 
New Homes for Beavers ..- | General Film Distributors Ltd. | National Film Board of Canada | Br/E 12409 692 Apri) 1 
Trees That Reach the Sky ae = ss - | Br/E 12410 794 April 1 
Cardboard Cavalier : | - ne Two Cities Films Ltd. ... ; | Br/E 12418 8,693 April 4 
FoREIGN 
Hollywood Bound British Foundation Distributors | Hollywood Bound Corp. F 12388 5,466 March 30 
Back Alley Oproar ee Warner Bros. Pictures Ltd. Warner Bros. Pictures Inc. F 12389 690 March 30 
So You Want to be Popular se i ne F 12390 976 March 30 
Harness Racing cae = . m a ae F 12391 869 March 30 
Flying Sportsmen in Jamaica ... ve - gi = F 12392 807 March 30 
Slick Hare ... = ne * = es i F 12393 691 March 30 
Peck Up Your Troubles es 6 5 * F 12394 654 March 30 
Iced Lightning Paramount Film Service Ltd. | Paramount International Films | F 12395 885 April 1 
Inc. 
Speaking of Animals in—Stork Crazy... i = "= es F 12396 820 | April 1 
Goupi Mains Rouges ae = G.C.T. (Distributors) Ltd. Minerva Films ... be ... | F 12397 8,500 | April 1 
Enchantment . R.K.O. Radio Pictures Ltd. Samuel Goldwyn Productions, | F 12398 8,899 April 1 
Inc. 
Every Girl Should Be Married os , R.K.O. Radio Pictures Inc. F 12399 7,624 April } 
Bet Your Life... bed es a a a . F 12400 1,295 April 1 
Daddy Duck : i Walt Disney Productions Inc. | F 12401 604 April 1 
Station West * . R.K.O. Radio Pictures Inc. ... | F 12402 8,297 April 1 
Blondes Away _... ee - a * . F 12403 1,571 April 1 
Two Knights in Brooklyn United Artists Corp Ltd. Hal Roach Studios Inc. .. | F 12404 6,644 April 1 
The Contact Man ; Paramount Film Service Ltd. | Paramount International Films | F 12405 8,343 April 1 
Inc. 
Spring in the Mountains aos ... | Soviet Film Agency Popular Scientific Film Studio F 12406 957 April } 
White Sport on Glacier Sagron = | a a 5 = F 12407 996 April 1 
Autumn in Georgia oe : a is Tbilisi Film Studio... .. | F 12408 884 April 1 
Hits of the Nineties General Film Distributors Ltd. | Universal International Films | F 12411 877 April t 
Inc. 
Laurence Welk and His Orchestra * ss - * F 12412 1,336 April 1 
The Bribe ... Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer F 12413 8,787 April 2 
Ltd. 
The Kissing Dandit eS a a ” F 12414 9,022 April 2 
El Paso... ae Paramount Film Service Ltd. | Paramount International Films | F 12415 9,188 April 4 
Inc. 
Speaking of Animals—In Love... = as es : F 12416 893 April 4 
Riding the Waves ex 3 S “ a F 12417 871 April 4 

















Br/E indicates that the film is an exhibitors’ quota film. 
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9 April 1949 


HE sixth meeting of the Rubber Study Group, held in London 

under the chairmanship of Sir Gerard Clauson, Assistant Under- 

Secretary of State, Colonial Office, ended on April 1. The vicc- 
chairmen were Signor A. Pirelli, of the Italian Delegation, and Mr. 
w. A. David, of the Liberian Delegation. 

The meeting was attended by delegations from Australia, Belgium, 
the British Colonies, Burma, Canada, Ceylon, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, France, Hungary, Italy, Liberia, the Netherlands and 
Indonesia, the United Kingdom and the United States of America, 
and by Observers from the United Nations (Interim Co-ordinating 
Committee for International Commodity Arrangements) and from the 
International Rubber Development Committee. A representative of 
Siam was also present. 

The principal objects of the meeting were : 

To examine the statistical position regarding the production 
and consumption of rubber throughout the world. 

To review the world rubber situation in the light of the changes 
in that position since the fifth Study Group Meeting held at 
Washington in April 1948. 

To consider measures designed to expand world consumption 
of rubber. 

The Group examined the statistical position and made estimates for 
natural rubber production and consumption of natural and synthetic 
rubber during 1949. It was estimated that the world production of 
natural rubber would be in the neighbourhood of 1,575,000 long tons, 
while consumption of natural and synthetic rubber might be in the 


| neighbourhood of 1,450,000 and 450,000 long tons respectively. 


These figures make no allowance for Governmental stockpiling. 
Tables of the estimates made by the Group are given below. 

Much of the time of the meeting was devoted to national statements 
by the Delegations present and full opportunity was given to the 
Delegations to question one another. Among the subjects to which 
attention was drawn were the present economic position of the pro- 
ducers of natural rubber and social conditions in their countries, recent 
advances in the synthetic rubber industry, the grading and packing of 
natural rubber, and the costs and prices of both types of rubber. 

The Group continued its policy of examining all possible means for 
encouraging the expansion of the world consumption of rubber. The 
Group recognized that a great deal of valuable development work on 
existing rubber products was being done throughout the world, and 
considered that the most immediate large-scale increase in the con- 
sumption of rubber would be achieved by an intensification of this 
work, particularly in certain fields. 

The Group emphasized the great importance which it attached to 
the speedy application of the results of research into new uses of 
tubber. In this connection, the Group paid a tribute to the work of 
the International Rubber Development Committee, and invited the 
Committee to continue to send observers to its meetings. 
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Rubber Study Group’s Sixth Meeting 


The Group were informed of the intention of the French producers 
to grade and market their natural rubber on its intrinsic properties (to 
be known as specification rubber) as well as on external appearance. 

The British Colonies, Ceylon, France, the Netherlands and 
Indonesia, the United Kingdom and the United States of America 
were re-elected as members of the Management Committee. 

The Group agreed unless unforeseen circumstances arise to hold its 
next meeting some time during the second quarter of 1950, the precise 
date and the venue to be decided by the Management Committee. 


Estimated Natural Rubber Production in 1949 
(In 1,000 long tons) 








Territory 1949 

Malaya 700 
Indonesia 500 
Ceylon 90 
Indochina 45 
British Borneo ae aa ee ae ae Re re 62 
Burma... wed ate ats mF the — ite et iF 12 
Liberia re 27 
Other Countries 139 
Tora. 1,575 








Estimated Natural and Synthetic Rubber Consumption in 1949 
(In 1,000 long tons) 














1949 
Territory Natural Synthetic* Total . 

United States 600 410 1,010 } 
United Kingdom 183 2 185 
France roe 97 8 105 
Netherlands ... ae ae 10 t 10 
Belgium ae ies ba ae 15 7 15 
Czechoslovakia 30 _ 30 
Italy ... Sem ae co 33 3 36 
Denmark ... me ve me 5 t 5 
Hungary... sae ae ae 3 — 3 
Australia sen we a 30 t 30 
Canada ees 40 20 60 
Other Countries 404 7 41k 

TOTAL 1,450 450 1,900 














*Excluding Russian-produced synthetic rubber. 
+ A small amount is expected to be used. 





B.O.T. Register of Exporters 





and the Apparel and Textile Order. 


REGISTERS of exporters of controlled goods (clothing, footwear 


and textiles) were compiled under the Consumer Rationing Order 
With the termination of the 
Consumer Rationing Order the Registers kept under that Order are 
no longer in operation. 

The Board of Trade have also decided that it is no longer necessary 
to keep the registers entitled ‘‘ List of Registered Exporters ’’ under 


_ the Apparel and Textile Order, except in respect of lace. All other 


registrations are therefore cancelled. 

Enquiries regarding the Lace Register should be addressed to the 
Board of Trade, Industries and Manufactures Division 2a, Thames 
House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


Japanese Grey Rayon Cloth 


A SMALL quantity of Japanese grey rayon cloth which can be 
bought for sterling is to be allowed into the United Kingdom for 
Processing and subsequent re-export to British Colonial territories. 
he purchase of this grey cloth is to be left to private traders and 
application for licerices for importation into the United Kingdom for 
finishing should be made to Import Licensing Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 189 Regent Street, London, W.1. The application should be 
accompanied by particulars (including the number) of the relevant 
import licence issued by the Colonial authority. 





Short-term Credit Trading 


UNDER a new Board of Trade Order, traders who offer short-term 
credit facilities for specified goods are to be allowed to add 5 per 
cent. to the maximum retail cash price. 


This figure of 5 per cent. (which is an increase of approximately 
1? per cent. in the current allowance expressed as a percentage of 
the cash price) is designed to be no more than sufficient to cover the 
actual expenses incurred by traders who offer short-term credit 
facilities. 


The title of the new Order, which has been made after consultation 
with the Central Price Regulation Committee, is the Hire Purchase 
and Credit Sale Agreements (Maximum Prices and Charges) (Amend- 
ment No. 4) Order, 1949, and comes into operation on April 11. 
Copies of it (S.I. 1949 No. 670, price 1d., by post 2d.) can be obtained 
from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and branches, 
or through any bookseller. 


“ Future.”’ April/May 1949. (Adprint, Adprint House, Rathbone 


Place, London, W.1.) Contents in this issue include a review of oil, 
two stories of enterprise in management, a development which may 
mean cheaper steel in the future and a review of experiments in 
harnessing the wind to provide electric power. 
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Slight Fall in Wholesale Prices in March 


Wretwe prices in March as measured by the Board of 
Trade index fell by 0-3 per cent. compared with February. 

A substantial reduction in the price of eggs, and an increase in 
that of tomatoes were the most noteworthy movements in the food 
and tobacco group, the index for which fell by } per cent. The fall 
of 0-3 per cent. in the industrial materials and manufactures index 
was due mainly to lower prices for raw cotton, raw wool, and cotton 
and wool yarns: the only other change of importance was a further 
fall in the price of rubber. ‘The coal, iron and steel, and non-ferrous 
metals groups showed no change. 


Compared with 1938, the index for all articles has risen by 117-4 
per cent., industrial materials and manufactures by 137-8 per cent., 
and food and tobacco by 82:5 per oent. 


The re-grouped data, in which the prices of industrial materials 
(excluding fuel) are sub-divided into three separate categories, showed 

Is compared with February of 0-6 per cent. for basic materials, and 

‘4 per cent. for intermediate products, while the manufactured 
articles index showed no appreciable change. 


Food and Tobacco 


The price changes among cereals in March were all downward, 
but were only small. The effective price paid by millers for English 
Gazette average wheat was 2} per cent. lower than in February, and 
the English Gazette average price of barley fell by 2 per cent. Malting 
barley was 1 per cent. and oats for feeding nearly 2 per cent. cheaper. 


From February 27th the Ministry of Food have changed the 
descriptions of categories of eggs, with reduced maximum prices 
operating only during the flush season, and as a result the average 
price of eggs as calculated for the index was 18} per cent. lower in 
March than in February. The consequent fall of 2 per cent. in the 
meat, fish, and eggs index was the first change since July of last year. 


The price movements in the ‘‘ other food’’ group were again 
confined mainly to fruit and vegetables. The price of potatoes con- 
tinued to rise steadily, and they were nearly 5 per cent. dearer on the 
average than in February, while onions continued to decline slightly in 
price. ‘The index was mainly affected, however, by a further fluctua- 


Average for the 


tion in the monthly average price of tomatoes, which rose by nearly 
25 per cent. after a fall of 20 per cent. in February. 4 


Industrial Materials and Manufactures 


The Raw Cotton Commission made further adjustments in raw cotton 
prices during March. On the 15th of the month the prices of severg| 
Egyptian growths were lowered, that of the Giza type included jy 
the index being reduced by 1}d. per lb. On the 21st, America 
middling cotton was increased in price by jd. per Ib. These adjust. 
ments led to corresponding movements in yarn prices, and there wy 
a fall of 3-4 per cent. in the monthly average price of Egyptian typ, 
yarns, and an increase of 0-4 per cent. in the American types included 
in the index. The result of these movements was a fall of 0-7 per 
cent. in the index for the cotton group as a whole—the first downward 
movement since last October. 

The decline in raw wool prices continued in March, and they wer 
on the average 3-6 per cent. below those ruling in February, and 
9 per cent. lower than the high level of December 1948. The fall has 
been most marked in respect of crossbred qualities, the average price 
of which has fallen over 12 per cent. since December, while merino 
fell by just over 6 per cent. Crossbred tops were 10 per cent. cheaper 
than in February, but the prices for merino were very little lower, 
Botany noils were nearly 4 per cent. higher in price than a month 
earlier, but most of the yarns included in the index showed fall 
compared with February, ranging from 1-3 per cent. for botany 
weaving to 5:1 per cent. for hosiery yarn, and the index for the wool 
group as a whole fell by 2-1 per cent. 

Raw jute and Italian raw silk fell in price by 4 per cent. and nearly 
2 per cent. respectively in March, and these small movements caused 
the ‘‘ other textiles ’’ group index to fall by 0-1 per cent. 

The only change which actually occurred during March among the 
chemicals dnd oils was a small rise in the price of fertilizers, but this 
was outweighed by the effect of the carry-over of last month’s reduc. 
tion in fuel oil prices and the group index fell by 0-1 per cent. 

A decline of 24 per cent. in the price of rubber caused the “ mis- 


cellaneous ’’ index to fall by 0-2 per cent. 
(Continued on next page) 


Year 1930—100 






























































1948 1949 
Group 

Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec Jan. | Feb. | Mar. 
I. Cereals...  ... bee 175-0 | 175-9 | 176-4 | 176-3 | 176-7 | 178-7 | 177-2 | 175-2 | 175-7 | 174-7 | 178-4 | 172-8 | 172 
II. Meat, fish and eggs ... 138-0 | 138-0 | 138-0 | 138-0 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 13541 
III. Other food and tobacco 293.5 | 297-2 | 297-4 | 233-5 | 232-0 | 227-2 | 222-5 | 221-4 | 223-2 | 216-3 | 217-9 | 218-1 | 2206 
Total—Food and tobacco 180-5 | 182-0 | 182-2 | 184-2 | 183-7 | 182-8 | 180-8 | 179-8 | 180-5 | 178-0 | 178-1 | 178-6} 1775 
IV. Coal ... oe 293-8 | 293-8 | 293-8 | 293-8 | 297-2 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 3017 
V. Iron and steel 234-9 | 234-9 | 234-9 | 235-2 | 235-7 | 236-1 | 237-5 | 236-8 | 236-8 | 236-8 | 237-4 | 237-7 | 2377 
VI. Non-ferrous metals 234-0 | 233-6 | 233-6 | 236-3 | 237-1 | 238-7 | 238-7 | 259-8 | 260-2 | 265-6 | 268-8 | 268-8 | 268% 
VII. Cotton... 282-7 | 321-3 | 328-9 | 335-8 | 321-7 | 309-1 |*303-0 | 297-1 | 297-6 |*306-0 | 314-1 | 314-7 | 3124 
VIII. Wool ... ~ 264-9 | 264-5 | 274-0 | 285-5 | 283-9 | 282-0 | 280-7 | 271-8 | 281-2 |*299-6 | 303-9 | *302-7 | 2962 
IX. Other textiles... 165-2 | 165-0 | 165-9 | 166-3 | 168-9 | 168-9 | 168-9 | 169-1 | 170-1 | 171-1 | 170-7 | 170-9 | 1704 
X. Chemicals and oils 189-3 | 189-3 | 190-4 |*191-3 |*191-3 | 191-3 | 191-3 | 192-8 | 193-2 | 193-1 | 193-1 | 192-9 | 1924 
XI. Miscellaneous *266-5 | 267-3 | 268-8 |*267-8 |*268-3 | 267-2 |*266-2 | 266-5 |*265-5 |*265-9 | *264-6 | *263-3 | 2624 

Total—Industrial materials and manu- 
factures ... se . 238-5 | 240-9 | 242-7 |*244-1 | 244-0 | 243-3 |*243-0 | 243-3 | 244-0 |*246-3 | 247-1 | *246-8 | 2460 
Total—All articles... 217-2 | 219-3 | 220-4 |*222-1 |*221-8 | 221-1 |*220-0 | 219-8 | 220-5 |*220-8 |*221-3 | 221-1 | 2205 
— 
Industrial materials (excluding fuel) :— ' 
Basic materials... iA xs ce 293-4 | 296-8 | 301-7 |*304-0 |*303-7 | 301-2 |*298-5 | 299-4 | 301-0 |*307-7 | *307-3 | *305-6 pe 
Intermediate products *246-2 | 246-9 | 248-9 | 250-9 | 250-5 | 249-6 |*249-8 | 250-5 | 251-2 | 254-1 | 256-0 | 255-9 = 
Manufactured articles 209-4 | 213-1 | 213-2 | 213-9 |*213-6 | 213-1 | 213-7 | 213-6 | 213-9 |*214-2 | 215.3 | 216-6 | 215 
Building materials *218-7 | 218-7 | 218-7 | 218-3 | 218-2 | 218-0 | 218-2 | 222-0 | 222-0 | 222-0 | 294-2 | 224-4 | 224 















































* Revised figures 
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Wholesale Price Index Numbers—(Continued) 


Commodity Groups 
The table below shows the number of items included in each of 
the groups of commodities distinguished in compiling the index 






































umber, and the percentage changes in each group comparing prices 
in March with those of a month and a year earlier and with those 
in 1938. 
—— 
Index Percentage change 
No. No. compared with 
Group of 
items| Mar. Feb. Mar. Year 
1949 1949 1948 1938 
I. Cereals... re ie 172-1 —0:4 — 1-7 | + 566 
Il. Meat, fish and eggs | 20 135-1 —2-0 — 21 | + 57:3 
I. Other food and 
tobacco ... ee ee 220-6 +1+1 — 13 | +126-2 
Total—Food and tobacco... | 68 177-5 —0:3 — 16 | + 82-5 
IV. Coal... ass es 9 301-7 * + 2-7 | +145-0 
V. Iron and steel ee 237-7 * + 1-2 | + 70-8 
VI. Non-ferrous metals 8 268-8 - +14-8 | +184-6 
VII. Cotton sie ar 10 312-4 —0-7 +10-5 | +273-5 
Vill. Wool ot me 11 296-2 —2:-1 +11-9 | +192-0 
IX. Other textile be 9 170-7 —0-1 + 3-3 | +1483 
X. Chemicals and oils... 15 192-6 —0:1 + 1-7 | +103-4 
XI. Miscellaneous .. | 33 262-9 —0-2 —1-3 | +182-0 
Total—Industrial materials 
and manufactures 132 246-0 —0-3 + 3-2 | +137-8 
Total—All articles 200 220-5 —0:3 + 15 | +117-4 
Industrial materials (ex- 
cluding fuel) :— 
Basic materials ... pee 33 303-7 —0°6 + 3:5 | +227-0 
Intermediate products ... 38 254-9 —0:-4 + 35 | +143-9 
Manufactured articles ... 48 215-7 - + 3:0 | + 92-4 
Building materials Be, 16 224-4 » 1 + 2-6 | +115-7 











* No appreciable change. 


Percentage Changes 


The following table shows in 5 per cent. ranges the increases and 
decreases among the price averages for food and industrial materials:— 


MARCH COMPARED WITH FEBRUARY. 

















Food and tobacco Industrial materials 
(68 items) (132 items) 
Per cent. : 

Increases | Decreases | Increases | Decreases 
ae l — — - 
15-20 ... ae at ae: a 2 — —_— 
Sees oe ~ _ 1 
5-10 ... re ane eae a — -— 1 
Under 5 6 10 3 10 

Pee ere 12 3 12 











Note—(1) The index is computed as a geometric average of. 200 price 
changes, the weight given to any commodity being proportional to the 
value of the imports and production of that commodity in 1930, corrected 
§ a8 to prevent multiple counting at different stages of manufacture, 

(2) In cases where the Government buys a commodity at one price and 
resells it at a lower one (e.g., home-produced meat), the subsidized price 
is the one used for the index; where different prices are charged according 
to the use to which the article is put (e.g., in the case of sugar and flour) a 
Weighted average of these is taken. 

(3) The commodities in groups V to XI are regrouped to give the index 
aumbers for basic materials, intermediate products and manufactured 
articles. In many cases quotations are available for basic materials, but 
not for corresponding products at later stages of manufacture; the very 

rise for some of these (¢.g., paper-making materials) largely accounts 
for the fact that this index has risen most compared with 1938. Similarly, 
“te greater rise for intermediate products than for manufactured articles 
is largely due to the timber items included in this index. 

(4) The index for building materials is based on a selection of commodities 
m groups V, VI, X and XI. 
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Eastern Enterprise 


For over three hundred years men of enterprise and initiative 
have engaged in trade with the East. For nearly a century The 
Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China has supplied them 


with the 


cialised banking services that this trade demands. 


Today, in addition to these services, the Bank’s wide network of 
branches ensures that a wealth of information on local needs for 
products and services is readily available to customers. Those planning 
to enter the markets of the East are cordially invited to discuss their 
groblems with the Managers of the Bank in London, Manchester or Liverpool. 


THE CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, AUSTRALIA AND CHINA 
(Incorporated by Royal Charter 1853) 
HEAD OFFICE: 38, BISHOPSGATE, LONDON, E.C.a 
Manchester Branch: 52, Mosley St., Manchester 2 e Liverpool Branch: The Cotton 
Exchange Buildings, Old Hall St., Liverpool 3 « West End (London) Branch: 


28. Charies U St., London, $.W.1 e 


New York Agency: 65, Broadway, New Yor 


Associated Banking Institution in India: The Allahabad Bank Ltd. 

The Bank’s branch system, under British management directed from London, serves 
{NDIA e PAKISTAN e CEYLON e BURMA « SINGAPORE AND FEDERATION 
UF MALAYA e NORTH BORNEO AND SARAWAK e INDONESIA e FRENCH 
'NDO-CHINA e SIAM e« THE PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC e HONGKONG 

CHINA e JAPAN 





%* TO ALL WHO EXPORT TO SOUTH AMERICA 





The more valuable your goods the 
more it saves to ship them by air 


HAT is not always realised 

about the despatch of goods 
to South America is that it is often 
actually cheaper to sip them by air 
than by sea. 

This applies especially to ship- 
ments of relatively costly consign- 
ments, on which the lower insurance 
charges for air freight make a big 
difference. But even in the ship- 
ment of less precious goods, lower 
packing, warehousing costs and 
quicker turnover often make air 
freighting the more economical 
method. 

Furthermore, by shipping your 
goods to South America by British 
South American Airways, you can 
take prompt advantage of topical 
events, sudden changes of fashion or 
special orders, and enhance the 
prestige and goodwill of your firm 
and its products in your South 
American markets. 


SPECIMEN FREIGHT CHARGES 
London Freight charges 
to (per kilo) 
Kingston, Jamaica - - 13s. 9d. 
Rio de Janeiro - - - I9s. Id. 
Buenos Aires - - - 22s, Id. 
Santiago - - - = = 23s. 6d. 


Subject to alteration 


Rebates: Shipments of over 45 kilos are 
subject to 25% quantity discount rebates, 
Fast services also to Natal, Sao Paulo, 
Montevideo, Lima, Barranquilla, Havana, 
Miami and the West Indies; and special 
freighter services to the West Indies. 





WRITE for special informative 
booklet : “* Air Freight ”, which gives 
details of charges, commercial and 
consular invoices and import licences 
required by each South American 
country. B.S.A.A. handle, at your 
special request, all the intricacies of 
consular regulations. Inquiries wel- 
and by all 


comed by ovr offices 


agencies. 











Ship by Air— by 


BRITISH SOUTH AMERICAN AIRWAYS 


11, Albemarle St., London, W.1. 





Telephone; Regent 4141. Telegrams: Reserflite, London 
Ps 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Technical Officer on Furs 


THE Board of Trade have appointed Mr. J. W. Ferry as Technical 
Officer on furs in place of Mr. T. E. Norman, who has resigned to 
take up an appointment in the trade. 


Production and Use of Newsprint 


WEEKLY average quantities of newsprint produced and used in 
January 1949 (4 weeks) are production 9,399 tons and consumption 
11,393 tons. Stocks at the end of the period were 153,511 tons. 


Cotton Yarn Prices Order 


THE Board of Trade have made the Cotton (Singie Yarn) (Prices) 
(Amendment) (No. 3) Order, 1949, which has the effect of removing 
price control from all single and doubled yarn supplied for export 
or for the manufacture of goods for export provided that the written 
approval of the Board of Trade or the Cotton Board 1948 has been 
given for such export. Such approval will bear the reference XR. 


The Order (S.I. 1949 No. 668) which comes into force on Monday, 
April 11, can be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, and branches, or through any bookseller, price 1d. 
{by post 2d.). 


Waste Paper Collections by Local Authorities in 1948 


DETAILS of the big increase in waste paper salvage achieved by 
local authorities in 1948 were given in the Board of Trade Fournal 
last week. 


The figure of 311,577 tons given as the total for 1948 was all col- 
lected by local authorities. This total represented an increase of 
84,801 tons (or 37 per cent.) over local authority collections for 1947. 


White Lead and Titanium Oxide 


THE Board of Trade ceased to control the allocation of white lead 
and titanium oxide, as from April 1, 1949. Applications for these 
materials will in future be dealt with by suppliers in the ordinary 
course of business. ‘This follows on the announcement made by the 
President of the Board of Trade on the relaxation of industrial controls 
on March 22. 


Drugs and Medicines 


THE National Formulary, 1949, published by the British Medical 
Association and the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, has 
been approved by the Minister of Health for the purposes of the 
National Health Service with effect from May 1, 1949. As from 
this date, under sub-paragraph (d) of Provision I of Notice No. 78M, 
preparations appearing in this Formulary, whether or not compounded 
with substances appearing in the monographs and formularies of the 
other publications specified in Provision I of the Notice or with an 
excipient, vehicle, base or preservative, will qualify for exemption 
from Purchase Tax subject to compliance with the remaining pro- 
visions of Notices Nos. 78M or 78N. 


The National Formulary, 1939, and its previous editions which were 
used for the National Health Insurance Scheme, and other publica- 
tions such as Martindale’s Extra Pharmacopoeia, Squire’s Companion 
and foreign pharmacopoeias are not approved for the purpose of the 
exemption. 


United Kingdom Lead and Zine Price Decrease 


THE Ministry of Supply announces that its selling prices of virgin 
lead and zinc are reduced by £17 and £5 per ton respectively with 
effect from April 4. 


The new selling prices per ton delivered are :— 


Good soft pig lead a “ i - 
Good ordinary brand and prime Western zinc ... 101 9% 
Refined electrolytic zinc _ ss 

Not less than 99-99 per cent. pure zinc 





Parcel Post Service to Berlin 


THE Postmaster-General announces that owing to transport difficyl. 
ties on the Continent the parcel post service to all Sectors of Berlin 
is temporarily suspended. The suspension does not apply to parce 
for H.M. Forces or for members of the Control Commission stationed 
in Berlin; such parcels should be addressed “ B.A.O.R.2” and th 
word “ Berlin ’’ should not be included. 


Air Parcel Post Service to Europe 


THE Postmaster-General announces that parcels up to 22 Ib. in weight 
are now accepted for transmission by air to the following Europea 
countries: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Corsica, Czechoslovakia 
Denmark, Finland, France, Gibraltar, Greece, Holland, Hungary, 
Italy, Luxemburg, Malta, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 
Vatican City State, and Yugoslavia. Details, including postage raty 
and supplemental services available, may be ascertained on enquiry ¢ 
any Post Office. Export licensing and currency control requiremeny 
are the same as for parcels sent by surface routes. 


Imports of Boxed Fresh White Fish 


THE Minister of Food has made the following arrangements for 
the import of boxed fresh white fish for the four-week period April} 
to April 30, 1949 :— 

The maximum weekly authorized quantities are as follows :-— 

Denmark, 400 tons ; Norway, 1,200 tons ; Sweden, 60 tons; 
Holland, 150 tons ; Iceland, 40 tons ; making a total of 1,850 tons. 

In addition the import of Belgian boxed fish on a limited scale is 
permitted under individual import licence on a value basis, 

If the maximum permitted quantities cannot be shipped in any 
week, the balance may not be carried forward. 

The varieties which may be sent during the period remain a 
follows :— 

Varieties. Minimum Weight. 

Soles, brill, turbot, halibut, hake, dog- 

fish (skinned and headed), monk fish 

(headed) and roes “ae oe ae 
Ray and skate wings oc 


Cod 


Not applicable. 
Not under 1 Ib. each wing. 
Sse ee se see Not under 1 lb. 
Haddock, whiting, dabs and witches Not under } lb. 
Plaice and lemon soles is ... Not under $ lb. 

Imports of the above varieties in filleted form are not permitted. 
Cases containing cod under 3 Ib. in weight should be marked “ cod: 
ling.”’ 

In any week the import of dogfish must not exceed 5 per cent. and 
of dabs and whiting together 10 per cent. of the total imports per 
mitted in that week. 

Importers are advised to make arrangements with their supplien 
to regulate consignments for the Easter holiday period to suit th 
needs of their particular markets. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Transformers for Bell- Signalling Circuits 


In 1939 the British Standards Institution produced a specification, 
B.S.355, Mining type transformers, and section C of Part 2 of that 
specification was somewhat incomplete. For this reason the British 
Standards Institution has recently issued a specification for Intrinst- 
ally-safe transformers for bell-signalling circuits, which is intends! 
primarily to meet the requirements of the coal mining industry, andia 
so doing to cover the incompleteness of section C of Part 2 of B.S.355. 

The new specification prescribes a standard single-phase doubl- 
wound transformer, for supplying current to an instrinsically-safe 
signalling circuit for use where there may be a risk of fire-dam? 
(methane gas) in the surrounding atmosphere. It is designed to 
secure identity in those electrical characteristics that determine 
quality of intrinsic safety, as that term is defined in B.S.1259. | 

Flameproof enclosure of the transformer windings and prima 
terminals is prescribed because the input, or primary side, cannot b 
made intrinsically safe. . 

The output, or secondary, circuit is required to be intrinsically salt 
because in British mining practice, bare line conductors are commotlt 
used to connect the source of current to the bells, and signals are giv 
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by bridging the bare line wires. By this means, in normal use, 
ing is produced on the bare line wires, as well as at any trembler 
contacts of the bells. ; : 

The standard input voltage prescribed is 240 or 110 volts, and the 
output voltage is 15 volts on open circuit. The specification includes 
design data and prescribes appropriate tests. Notes on signalling 
transformer voltage and the measurement of link inductance are given 
in appendices. Price 2s. post free. 


Wall Chart of Identification Colours for Gas Cylinders 


The wall chart of identification colours for gas cylinders, B.S.349C, 
which was published by the British Standards Institution in 1932, has 
heen out of print for some time, and a new edition has now been 
prepared and is available. 

The new edition is a great improvement on the original one as all 
the amendments are included, and also the identification colours of 
medical gas cylinders specified in B.S.1319. 

The chart is available both unmounted and mounted: 10s. 6d. 
mounted, 6s. 6d. unmounted, post free. 


General Guidance in Sampling Non-Ferrous Metals 


There is no entirely reliable method of taking a representative 
sample from a bulk of solid metal without re-melting since there is 
almost invariably some segregation in the bulk. Re-melting may, 
however, lead to the loss of oxidizable or volatile constituents or 
contamination of the sample. It is therefore often desirable in practice 
to obtain as representative as possible a sample from solid metals. 

The British Standards Institution has just issued B.S. 1499, 
general guidance in the sampling of non-ferrous metals. The general 
recommendations are not intended to apply to metals covered by any 
British Standard which may itself include sampling instructions, but 
the publication will be of value until such time as individual British 
Standard methods of sampling and analysis have been issued in 
respect of all the major non-ferrous metals. 

Price 1s. post free. 


Washers for Aircraft Purposes 


Washers for aircraft purposes have been made the subject of 
the following British Standards :— 
S.P. 10 and 11—Washers (primarily for facing purposes). 
S.P. 13, 14, 15 and 17—Washers (primarily for packing purposes). 
S.P. 18 and 19—Washers (primarily for use with timber). 
The standards give details of the material, dimensions and part 
numbering for ordering purposes. Price 1s. each, post free. 


Cellulose Acetate Moulding Materials 


British Standard No. 1524 for cellulose acetate moulding materials 
is a further standard in the series of British Standards for plastics 
moulding materials. The other standards available in this series are 
B.S.771: 1948, synthetic resin (phenolic) moulding materials ; 
B.S. 1322 : 1946, synthetic resin (aminoplastic) moulding materials 
and mouldings ; B.S. 1493 : 1948, polystyrene moulding materials. 

B.S. 1524 has the statistical basis already adopted for B.S. 771 : 1948 
and for the same reason—the knowledge that, although it is imprac- 
ticable to test more than a few specimens from each batch of moulding 
material, little confidence can be placed in the results of testing a few 
specimens when these results are considered on their own. 

Therefore, instead of a familiar requirement such as that “ three 
specimens shall be tested of which not more than one shall fail’’, 
the new standard defines basic values for the properties of cellulose 
acetate moulding materials and specifies the evidence which will be 
accepted as indicating conformity with those basic values. It does, 
in fact, require demonstration by manufacturers of the materials 
that the processes of manufacture have been controlled to secure a 
satisfactory product. Nevertheless, the standard may be used for 
accepting or rejecting a single batch of moulding material in any 
case when it is desired to do this. 

This British Standard specifies methods of test and qualifying 
requirements for the physical properties of three grades of material 
which are distinguished by different softening points. 

The standard also lays down further optional requirements for 
electric strength, fines and impurities, and colour bleeding, any of 
which may be invoked by a purchaser. Price 3s. post free. 


Tung Oil (Types F and M) 


British Standard (391:1948) is a revision of B.S.391:1936, which 
applied to tung oil derived from Aleurites Fordii (Type F). In 
December 1940 an emergency war revision was issued covering oil 
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derived from Aleurites Montana (Type M). The purpose of the 
present revision is the issue of a British Standard applying to oil from 
both species, and specifying only where necessary alternative values 
and properties for each type. 


This standard lays down the quality of the material by specifying 
the limits for volatile matter, colour, specific gravity, refractive index, 
iodine value, saponification value, acidity, unsaponifiable matter, 
gelation time and insoluble bromide content. The methods of 
sampling and testing are described, and these have been brought into 
line with British Standard tests for oils and fats, in course of prepara- 
tion. Price 2s. 6d. post free. 


Copies of these British Standards may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, Sales Department, 24 Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1. 


CODES OF PRACTICE 
Tile and Slab Flooring Code 


THE Codes of Practice Committee has now issued, as a draft for 
comment, the undermentioned Code and related Sub-codes, as one 
document entitled ‘‘ Code 202, Tile and Slab Flooring ”’ : 
Code 202 Tile and Slab Flooring. 
202.101 Clay and Concrete Tile and Brick Flooring. 
202.102 Natural and Cast Stone Flooring. 
The remaining Sub-code under this heading, 202.103, ‘‘ Composi- 
tion Block Flooring,’’ has already been issued for comment separately, 
bearing the code number 2.134 under the earlier numbering scheme. 


The Code and its Sub-codes have been drafted by a Committee 
convened by the Royal Institute of British Architects on behalf of the 
Codes of Practice Committee. 


The main Code, 202, deals generally with the properties and 
characteristics ‘of tiles, bricks and natural or cast stone as flooring 
materials, and with the essential factors to be considered in choosing 
a material suitable for the conditions of use. It makes recommenda- 
tions regarding materials to be used, design and workmanship as it 
affects the laying of floors, e.g., the preparation of sub-floors, the 
laying of screeds and the protection of newly laid floors during 
subsequent building operations. 


Each Sub-code deals in detail with these matters as they apply to 
the particular type of flooring indicated in its title. 


The recommendations relating to flooring are, in general, also 
applicable to stair finishes. 


The Code, which is in draft form, is subject, before publication in 
final form, to amendment in the light of comment received. Com- 
ments, which are invited, should be submitted by April 30, 1949. 


The draft Code carries the usual warning that during the present 
abnormal conditions it may not be practicable to take advantage of all 
the recommendations in it. 


Copies may be obtained from the British Standards Institution, 
24/28 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, price 4s. post free ; proof 
reference C.P.(B) 827. 
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OVERSEAS 


TRADE 


Points for British Exporters to Bolivia 


This article was written for the Board of ‘Trade Journal by the First Secretary (Commercial) at La Paz. 


The Commercial 


Relations and Exports Department, I.C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1, will be pleased to answer any queries arising out of 
this article. 


WING to the isolation of Bolivia from the sea and to the diffi- 

culties of internal transport within the country, freight costs bulk 

more largely than is general both for imported goods and for 
exports, except with regard to trade with neighbouring countries. 
Most merchandise for the interior of the country is, for example, 
transported from La Paz by air. 

The population is estimated at something under four million 
inhabitants. But of these some 53 per cent. are Indians, some 32 per 
cent. of mixed blood and about 15 per cent. (including some 100,000 
foreigners) whites or near-whites. The Indians, with the exception 
of those engaged in mining, mainly continue their traditional way of 
life on the land, contribute little to the national economy and consume 
less. ‘Those of mixed blood, called “‘ cholos,’’ constitute what in a 
European state would be the labouring and lower middle classes. 
With the exception of certain fundamentals, such as meat, sugar, wheat 
flour and petrol, the Indians and the majority of the cholos may be 
discounted as consumers. In estimating the Bolivian market for 
consumer goods, therefore, it is necessary to reckon with some 15 per 
cent. only of the total population as potential consumers. 

The economy of the country is completely dependent upon the 
export of minerals, the most important of which is tin. Something 
over 90 per cent. of the total exports in value are accounted for by 
exports of minerals and a little over 70 per cent. by exports of tin. 
Since 1941 the United Kingdom has bought roughly 50 per cent. of 
the Bolivian tin exports, being the production of the Patino mines, and 
appreciable quantities of other minerals. The remaining tin exports 
are divided between the United States and the Argentine by agree- 
ment, though owing to difficulties of exchange the Argentine has not 
yet taken delivery of that portion which is assigned to her by agreement 
under the Argentine-Bolivian Commercial Treaty. 

Apart from the accident of mineral deposits, Bolivia is essentially 
an agricultural country. Probably two-thirds of the population are 
directly dependent upon the land for their livelihood and with 
efficiently planned development Bolivia could become more than self- 
sufficient in all essential foodstuffs. It has for years been the pro- 
fessed policy of the Government to reduce the dangerous dependence 
of the national economy upon the export of tin by developing other 
resources, particularly oil, sugar, wheat, rice, cotton, livestock and 
lumber. However, more than half the total incomings of foreign 
exchange are still being spent annually on the purchase of basic food- 
stuffs from abroad. 


Trade with U.K. 


The effect of the reduction of supplies during the war from Japan 
and Europe (Germany and the United Kingdom in particular) was to 
enable the United States and the Argentine to gain greater importance 
as supplier countries. The predominance which these countries 
achieved in the Bolivian market during the war has been in the main 
retained since the war, as may be seen from the following statistics 
for 1947 (the figures are given in Bolivianos valued at the artificial 


figure of 18d.) :— 


Country Exports Imports 
Bolivianos 
97,722,016 
7,579,705 
40,162,758 
4,919,369 
20,854,486 


284,335,738 197,730,715 


| 
Be | iv iam 8 
170,070,156 
103,385,714 
5,857,811 
1,088,904 
1,126,173 


United States 
United Kingdom 
Argentine 

Brazil 

Peru ... 


Totals 





The sterling earned by Bolivia by her exports to the United King- 
dom is freely convertible into other currencies, and the main reason 
for the retention of this convertibility is that our chief import from 


Bolivia is tin, an essential raw material, whereas we are unable 
supply in return the essential raw materials and foodstuffs which form 
the bulk of Bolivia’s imports. ‘The discrepancy between our imports 
from and exports to Bolivia remains large. 

In an article published in the Board of Trade Fournal on May 17, 
1947 (page 807) about commercial conditions in Bolivia, it was stated: 
““Both United Kingdom goods and British business methods have 
always been very popular in Bolivia and there is a large fund of goodwill 
towards Great Britain which can certainly be capitalized provided that 
a greater attempt is made to meet Bolivian requirements, that prices 
are reasonably competitive, and that deliveries are not unduly pro- 
tracted as compared with those made by competitors.’’ These words 
could be repeated without alteration in the present article. The 
reason why British trade to Bolivia has not made more progress in the 
years following the war, is that British exporters are often unable to 
supply the goods which the Bolivian market chiefly requires, or are not 
prepared to supply them in sufficient quantities or with competitive 
periods of delivery. The most important requirements of the 
Bolivian market are : textiles, constructional material, sanitary equip- 
ment, electrical equipment. An additional reason is the absence of 
British trade propaganda in Bolivia as compared with the pervasive 
propaganda from the United States and the Argentine. 


Industrial Development 

With the exception of mining and petroleum, Bolivian industry is 
small and not highly developed. It is mainly located in La Paz, witha 
little also in Cochabamba and Oruro. According to the National 
Chamber of Industries in 1946, just under 19,000 were employed in 
industry, including labourers and managerial staff. It is estimated 
that the textile industry and the manufacture of food and beverages 
accounts for three-quarters of the national industry. 

The lack of skilled labour and technical equipment, and still more 
the absence of coal, iron and steel or any form of cheap fuel and power 
makes any large-scale development of industry in Bolivia unlikely. 
The waters on the eastern slopes of the Cordilleras cry out for large- 
scale hydro-electric development, but this belongs to the far distant 
future. It is possible, however, that a more plentiful supply of nation- 
ally produced oil within the next two years may have some effect in 
stimulating minor industry. Most of the industry is, however, working 
with imported raw materials and the average consumption per head of 
the small population is so extremely low that intensive industrializa- 
tion for the supply of home needs would be unprofitable. One small 
or medium factory can in general supply the needs of home consump- 
tion in any commodity (apart from foodstuffs). 

In the last two years the Government has pursued a policy of pro- 
tecting national industry, offering special facilities to those industries 
which use a preponderance of nationally produced raw materials and 
forbidding the import of merchandise in competition with that whichis 
produced locally. This restriction of imports has had some effect 
upon British trade—for example, in the cases of made-up clothing and 
knitwear, glassware, plastic mouldings, jams and preserves. But the 
local industry is so restricted that the total effect of this is relatively 
insignificant. 


Trading Conditions 
All imports into Bolivia require an import permit. During 1% 
and the early part of 1947 the Importation Committee issued import 
permits lavishly and considerably in excess of the foreign exchange 
available for this purpose. In the latter part of 1947 the Committee 
was abolished and its functions of the control of imports and issue of 
import permits were transferred to a Department of the Banco Central 
de Bolivia. Starting with large initial outstandings, this Department 
has by strict control during 1948 achieved equilibrium and the Banks 
are now more or less up to date in payments. 
The system of control is exerted in two ways :— 
(Continued on page 757) } 
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Exporters to Bolivia—(Continued) 
Firstly, commodities are classified in three categories : 


(a) Those for the import of which foreign exchange is sold by the 
Banks to the importer at the “ official’’ rate of Bs. 42 to the 
United States dollar. In this category fall mainly essential food- 
stuffs and raw materials, raw materials for industry, etc., and the 
majority are acquired by State purchases. 

(b) Articles regarded as necessary for public consumption but not 
fundamental essentials, for which foreign exchange is sold to 
the importer at the “‘ differential ’’ rate of Bs. 56 to the United 
States dollar. 

(c) Articles regarded as luxuries or non-essential, for which exchange 
is not officially granted. For the import of these the importer 
must use his own foreign exchange, obtained from commissions, 
etc., or more often purchased upon the free market. 

Profits are fixed by law and the selling price of imported goods 
is established by computing a percentage profit upon the total 
costs incurred by the importer. Costs of goods imported with 
the importer’s own foreign exchange have to be estimated for the 
purposes of assessing legal profits and fixing selling price as 
though he had imported the goods at the Bs. 56 to the dollar 
rate. As the free market rate of the dollar is at present over 
Bs. 90, the reduction of legal profits on goods imported with 
privately owned foreign exchange is considerable. 


’ 


Secondly, ‘‘ basic quotas ’’ of foreign exchange are assigned to all 
duly licensed importing houses, proportioned mainly, though not 
entirely, in accordance with the registered capital of each firm. Within 
its basic quota import permits with guarantee of foreign exchange are 
issued freely on application for those categories of merchandise for 
which official foreign exchange is conceded. 

This method of control appears to have worked reasonably well 
through 1948, although the amount of exchange available is not enough 
to allow a reasonable quota to be allocated to each importer. It has 
been announced that the number of these may be radically reduced. 

In addition there is in operation a system of decentralization, 
whereby an overall quota of foreign exchange is allocated to the various 
capitals of Departments to cover the needs of importing commerce 
within the Department. ‘Thus firms in, for example, Oruro, which 
have not a main office in La Paz, obtain their foreign exchange from the 
quota allocated to the Department of Oruro and administered in the 
town of Oruro. It is generally claimed that the allocations to the 
—_ towns are small in proportion to the amount retained in the 
capital. 

British exporters should always assure themselves that an import 
permit has been granted before implementing an order. _ If a valid 
import permit is available, they can usually, under the present con- 
ditions, safely grant cash against documents terms. 


Shanghai Commercial Secretariat 


THE Commercial Secretariat of His Majesty’s Embassy at Shanghai 
has been closed, its functions being transferred to the Commercial 
Section of H.M. Consulate-General as from April 1, 1949. Corres- 
pondence intended for the Commercial Section, which will be in the 
charge of Mr. I. C. Mackenzie (formerly First Secretary, Commercial) 
« H.M. Consul, should be addressed to :— 


H.M. Consul, 
Commercial Section, 
British Consulate-General, 
35, The Bund, 
(Chung Shan Road), 
; Shanghai. 
Telegraphic address: Britain, Shanghai. 

Mr. J. C. Hutchinson, C.B.E., H.M. Minister (Commercial), is 
being posted to H.M. Embassy at Nanking but, until further notice, 
any communications intended for him should be sent c/o, Commercial 
Section of H.M. Consulate-General at the address above. 


U.K. Trade Commissioner Service 


THE Board of Trade announces that Mr. P. Ingleson, C.M.G., 
LB.E., M.C., has been seconded as United Kingdom Trade Com- 
ee Grade II, for service in Australia. He will leave for 
risbane about April 28, 1949. 
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Trade with Western Zones of 
Germany in 1949-50 


FOLLOWING upon the recent talks in London, reported in the 

Board of Trade Journal for March 26, a delegation of United King- 
dom officials had discussions last week in Frankfurt with a delegation 
representing the Military Governors of the Western Zones of Germany 
to review prospects for trade in the period July 1949/June 1950. 
Representatives of the German Economic Administration partici- 
pated in the discussions. 

The review shows that trade between the sterling area and Western 
Germany should be continued at substantially higher levels than in 
1948. Western Germany will look to the sterling area for supplies 
of textile materials, such as raw wool, cotton, jute and textile yarns, 
rubber, hides and skins, ferrous and non-ferrous metals, and various 
food products, and will continue to take such manufactures as 
chemicals and machinery from the United Kingdom. At the same 
time, Western Germany will continue to be an important supplier to 
the United Kingdom of steel scrap and textiles for the Colonial 
market, and it is expected that German exports of iron and steel, 
engineering and other products will be made available to meet 
specialised requirements in sterling area markets. 

It is proposed to hold further discussions before July in order to 
work out details and, in particular, to extend current arrangements 
for diversified trade in manufactured consumer goods. 


Tripartite Agreement on German 
Industry 


DISCUSSIONS in London between representatives of the French, 

United Kingdom and United States Governments regarding 
reparations and the prohibitions and limitations on German industry 
have now been concluded. Agreed recommendations have been sub- 
mitted to the Governments concerned for consideration. Details of 
the agreement eventually reached will be announced as soon as 
possible. 


Colonial Hardwoods for Western 
Germany 


URING discussions held recently between a delegation of the 

United Kingdom and representatives of the Joint Export-Import 
Agency of the Western Zones of Germany to examine the course of 
trade between the sterling area and Western Germany during the first 
six months of 1949, the J.E.I.A. delegation estimated that their 
required imports of Colonial hardwoods from the United Kingdom 
colonies might be about £200,000 during this period, and stated that 
they would be ready to grant import facilities accordingly. 

Firms interested in selling these woods to Western Germany are 
advised to get in touch without delay with likely German importers, 
who will need to enquire from the Joint Export-Import Agency the 
method of purchase approved for these goods. In case of difficulty, 
exporters are advised to write to Verwaltungsamt fur Wirtschaft, 
64 Bruningstrasse, Hoechst, Frankfurt-am-Main, and to the Joint 
Export-Import Agency, 498 H.Q., C.C.G. (B.E.), Frankfurt-am- 
Main, B.A.O.R. 21. The United Kingdom Commercial Representa- 
tive in Frankfurt will also be glad to give exporters all the assistance 
in his power. 


New Anglo-Norwegian Supplementary 
Monetary Agreement 


A NEW supplementary monetary agreement between the governments 
of the United Kingdon and Norway was signed in London on 
March 31, 1949. 

Under this agreement, which was negotiated during the talks which 
took place between representatives of the two Governments in London 
last December, each signatory agrees not to exercise the right to require 
settlement in gold for sales of its currency above a certain limit under 
the provisions of the existing supplementary monetary agreement 
of July 9, 1948. : 

The new agreement comes into force immediately and will remain 
in force until the termination on November 7, 1950, of the Anglo- 
Norwegian monetary agreement of November 8, 1945. 
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Information for United Kingdom Exporters 


RIEF details are given below of overseas enquiries for United 
Kingdom products, contracts open for tender, reports on com- 
mercial conditions abroad, export trade openings, etc., which 
have been issued by the Commercial Relations and Exports Depart- 
ment (Industries Branches) of the Board of Trade to subscribers 
to the Special Register Service of Information. 
The subscription to the Information Service is £1 10s. Od. a year 


Calls for 


Electrical Sub-Station 


The Directorate of the Argentine State Oilfields Department 
(Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales) has issued a call for tenders 
(No. 7440) for the supply and installation of an electrical transformer 
and distribution sub-station at Caleta Cordova near Comodoro 
Rivadavia. 

The following is a brief summary of the equipment required : 

(a) Two entries for a 10 kV., 50 cycle, overhead line and two 
outgoing lines of the same tension. 

(b) Two transformer circuits with transformers of 1,200 kVA. 
each, 10/1 kV., 50 cycles, all the plant being designed to take an 
increase of power up to 4,000 kVA. 

(c) Eight 1 kV. distribution circuits, one of which will feed a 
10 kVA. transformer with a low tension (220V.) outlet. 

Tenders may be submitted for three types of sub-station : 

(a) Outdoor type (no building). 

(b) Outdoor type so far as the 10 kVA. inward and outward 
channels and the transformers are concerned, but with a building 
for the switchboards. 

(c) Indoor type, with a building to house all the plant. 

Tenders must be received at the Direccion General de Yacimientos 
Petroliferos Fiscales, calle Avda. Presidente Roque Saenz Pena 
No. 777, Capital Federal, Argentina, before May 31,1949. Interested 
United Kingdom manufacturers are reminded that local representation 
is essential for the purpose of submitting tenders. 

A copy of the full specification and tender documents (in Spanish) 
will be available for inspection by representatives of interested United 
Kingdom manufacturers at the Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department (Industries Branch), Board of Trade, Room 1073, 
Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1 (telephone : 
VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3068), until April 27, after which it will be loaned 
to United Kingdom manufacturers in order of application. Reference 
No. C.R.E. (1.B.) 9960/49 should be quoted. 


Switchboards and Transformers 


The Argentine Directorate-General of Water and Electrical Power 
has further postponed from March 18 until May 3, 1949, the closing 
date for the presentation of tenders for switchboards and trans- 
formers required for the power station ‘‘ 4 de Junio.’’ Particulars of 
this call for tenders (No. 291/48) were announced in the Board of 
Trade Fournal of December 11, 1948 (page 1131), and of January 8, 
1949 (page 58). 


Electric Pumping Sets—Monobloc 


The Usinas Electricas y Telefonos del Estado has issued a call for 
tenders No. 3101 for the supply of the following :— 

6 electric pumping sets—Monobloc, each set to be composed of 
one centrifugal pump capable of raising 3-900 litres per hour to 
a manometric height of 17 metres. Coupled to a motor for 
A.C, 3-phase, 3 by 200 volts, 50 cycles, with protecting switch 
for cutting out at maximum current, etc. Each set to be 
mounted on a mild, or welded iron base. The sets are for 
pumping clean, soft water. 

Offers should be accompanied by a prospectus which fully explains 
the characteristics of the pumps. 

The closing date for the lodging of tenders is April 20, 1949, at 
5 p.m. 

Copies of the specification and conditions of tender (in Spanish) are 
available for inspection at the Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department (Industries Branch), Board of Trade, Room 3088, 
Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Telephone : 
VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3077.) 





and membership is open to United Kingdom manufacturer and 
exporters. 


Intending subscribers can obtain a copy of any particular Special 
Circular listed and a membership application form from the 
mercial Relations and Exports Department (Industries Branche 
Room 1116, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, $.W4. ’ 


Tenders 


Reference No. C.R.E. (1.B.) 9387/49 should be quoted, 


Attention is drawn to the necessity, according to Uruguayan law, for 
tenders to be presented to State or Municipal bodies only by accredit 
local agents. 


The agent must see that the tender corresponds exactly to the 
conditions set forth, that it is presented in Spanish, and that measures 
are given in metric weights when required, etc. Furthermore, th 
agent must be prepared to make a deposit to guarantee the fulfilmen 
of the tender. 

The Commercial Relations and Exports Department through is 
overseas representatives, assist firms in obtaining agents in countris 
where they are not already represented. 


Dry Cells for Telephonic Use 


The Administracion General de Las Usinas Electricas y las Tek. 
fonos del Estade in Uruguay is calling for tenders for the supply of— 
18,000 dry cells of 1-5 volts for telephonic use. 


Offers can be submitted up to 4 p.m. on May 23. 


A copy of the specification (in Spanish) (No. 3100) is available for 
inspection by representatives of interested United Kingdom firms at 
the Board of Trade, Commercial Relations and Exports Department 
(Industries Branch), Room 1074, Thames House (North), Millbank, 
London, S.W.1. (Telephone: VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3006.) Two 
additional copies are available for loan to firms in order of application. 
Reference No. C.R.E. (I.B.) 9389/49 should be quoted. 


Attention is drawn to the necessity under Uruguayan law of tenders 
being presented to State or Municipal bodies by accredited loca 
agents. The agent must see that the tender fulfils the conditions set 
forth, that it is presented in Spanish, that weights and measures are 
given in metric units when required, etc. 


The agent must also be prepared to make a deposit to guarantee the 
fulfilment of the tender. 


The Commercial Relations and Exports Department can, of cours, 
through its overseas representatives, assist firms to obtain agents in 
countries where they are not already represented. 


It would be appreciated if firms would inform the Department o 
any action taken as a result of this notice. 


A notice appeared in the Board of Trade Fournal, May 17, 1% 
(page 811), in which was given a list of articles ‘“‘ prescribed” under 
the Electrical Approvals Regulations, 1939, of Queensland, Australia 
The United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Brisbane has nov 
reported that the list of articles should be amended to read as follows: 


Apparatus connectors. 

Plug and plug sockets. 

Wall switches. 

Electric soldering irons. 

Normal bayonet lampholder 
adaptors. 

Cord extension sockets. 

Plug socket adaptors. 


Electric toasters. 

Electric grillers (Type A, with 
open elements). 

Flexible cords. 

Bayonet lampholders. 

Electric handlamps. 

Electric radiators. 

Electric portable immersion 


heaters. Electric razors. 
Electric kettles and saucepans Cord line switches. 
(including percolators). Portable lamp standards a 
Electric jugs. brackets. 


Electric irons. 


Prescribed articles may not be sold or hired or exposed or advertised 
for sale or hire in Queensland without the prior approval of the Stat? 





Electricity Commission. 
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Export Opportunities, Market Surveys, Ete. 


Argentina 

Note on Housing Scheme. (Ref.: C2053.) 

Australia 

Enquiry for moulding presses for cement tiles and floors, etc. 
(Ref: C2043.) 


Opening for United Kingdom manufacturers of agricultural and 
industrial tractors. (Ref.: C2049.) 

Imports of newsprint for January 1949. (Ref. : C2059.) 

Imports of typewriters and parts for December 1948. (Ref.: C2060.) 


Belgium 

Requirements of Societe Nationale des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux 
for railway equipment. (Ref. : C2044.) 

Potential market for shirts and pyjamas. (Ref.: C2048.) 


Bolivia 

Enquiry for machinery and equipment for a tannery. (Ref.: C2054.) 
Canada 

Trade opportunities for United Kingdom engineering products in 
Alberta. (Ref.: C2045.) 


Enquiry for rubber lined mesh hose for aircraft industry. (Ref. : 
C2050.) 


Chile 
Commodity report on cords, ropes and twines. (Ref. : C2055.) 


Denmark 
Trade returns for 1948. (Ref.: MAR 241.) 


Greece 
Import programmes for April-June 1949. (Ref.: MAR 240.) 


Hong Kong 
Enquiry for canvas shoe duck and shoe eyelets. (Ref.: C2038.) 
Enquiry for ladies’ dress materials of all types, 41 in./42 in. (Ref.: 
C2042.) 


Tran 


Enquiry for agricultural tractors suitable for cultivation of cotton 
and beetroot. (Ref.: C2041.) 


India 

Proposal to establish saccharin manufacturing factory—Import 
statistics. (Ref. : C2052.) 

Enquiry for mobile cinema vans (fitted with generators, projectors 
for 16 mm., etc.) (Ref.: C2057.) 

Enquiry for electrically driven bore-hole pumps. (Ref. : C2058.) 

Summary of proceedings of Development Committee on phar- 
maceuticals, fine chemicals and tar products held at New Delhi, 
January 21, 1949. (Ref.: C2061.) 
New Zealand 


Commodity report on chemicals. (Ref. : C2056.) 
Northern Rhodesia 

Enquiry for black cotton cashmere. (Ref. : C2047.) 
Philippines 

Possible market for table cutlery. (Ref. : C2040.) 
South Africa 

Enquiry for asphalt floor tiles. (Ref. : C2037.) 
Transjordan 

Enquiry for olive oil refining equipment. (Ref. : C2051.) 


United States of America 


Possible market for key-wound clocks. (Ref. : C2039.) 

20th Annual Convention of Aero Medical Association. (Ref.: 
C2046.) 

Report on International Heating and Ventilating Exhibition. 
(Ref. : C2062.) 

Trade note on golf bags (additional information). (Ref.: C1164A.) 





e e e 
Anglo-Egyptian Financial Agreement 
FINANCIAL Agreement between the Royal Egyptian Govern- 
ment and the Government of the United Kingdom was signed 
in Cairo on March 31, 1949. ‘The Agreement also includes a pattern 
of trade it is hoped to achieve between the two countries during 1949. 
The new agreement has effect from January 1, 1949, and extends, 
until December 31, 1949, certain provisions of the Financial Agree- 
ment entered into on June 30, 1947, between the two Governments 
as modified by the Financial Agreement of January 5, 1948. The 
new Agreement provides for an immediate release of £12 million 
from Egypt’s pre-July 1947 sterling balances and for further releases 
up to £18 million as necessary to maintain total of Egypt’s balances 
on Number 1 Account at £45 million. 
To enable Egypt to make payments in hard currencies for current 
transactions, the Government of the United Kingdom has undertaken 
expense involved may be avoided by wr 
taking advantage of the 


WAREHOUSING & DISTRIBUTION 
FACILITIES 1n EAST ANGLIA 


offered by 


EASTERN WOOL GROWERS LTD. 
HADLEIGH ROAD. [IPSWICH SUFFOLK 


PHONE 3072 


NO ACCO 
roo fount STORAGE AND HANDLING = *&4vY 


FEW TOO LARGE AT TONNAGE RATES WELCOMED 








@ the difficulty of finding suitable 
premises and the uncertainty and 








to sell to Egypt against sterling a total of £5 million in United States 
dollars in two equal instalments of £23 million on March 31, 1949, 
and June 30, 1949, respectively. 

The Government of the United Kingdom has declared its readiness 
to facilitate the supply to Egypt of petroleum products during 1949 
to an amount up to £5 million against payment in sterling. 

On the assumption that open general licences are retained and that 
over the range of United Kingdom exports Egyptian demand is 
maintained, the two Governments have agreed that the level of 
United Kingdom exports to Egypt in 1949 might be £47 million, 
c.i.f., or even higher, and have undertaken to continue to use their 
best endeavours to ensure that this result should be realized. 

The Government of the United Kingdom has also undertaken to 
extend facilities under which the Anglo-Egyptian Oilfields and 
the Shell Companies will be enabled during 1949 to pay sterling 
for essential dollar equipment imported into Egypt. 

Although negotiations leading up to the present agreement have 
been prolonged, as of necessity in view of the intricate financial and 
trade questions to be covered, they have been conducted with much 
co-operation and cordiality. It is hoped that this Agreement will 
strengthen still further trade relations between the two countries. 

The full text of the new Agreement and of a series of letters 
exchanged will be published simultaneously in the two capitals as 
soon as possible. 





Nationalization in Poland 
THE following Polish gazettes containing lists of nationalized under- 
takings are available for inspection at the Administration of Enemy 
Property Department (Trading with the Enemy Department), 
Chesham House, Warwick Street, London, W.1. (Telephone : 
MAYfair 7211, Ext. 248.) :— 
Monitor Polski Nos. A-10 and A-12. 
Warsaw Nos. 21 and 23. 
Poznan No. 9. 
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SHAW’S EXPORTERS’ GUIDE 


(23rd YEAR OF PUBLICATION) 
Published Monthly at £1-11-6 
12 consecutive issues - Post Paid 
Full information as to :— 


IMPORT LICENSING. 

CONSULAR INVOICES. 

ASSESSMENT OF DUTIES. 

CUSTOMS DECLARATIONS. 

DISCOUNTS & REBATES. 

PARCELS POST REGULATIONS 

EXPORT CERTIFIED INVOICES. 

BRITISH EMPIRE PREFERENCE. 

LEGALIZATION OF DOCUMENTS & FEES. 
CERTIFICATION OF COMMERCIAL INVOICES. 
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN as Issued by British Chambers 
of Commerce & F.B.I. 

EXCHANGE CONTROL ACT 1947 

Notice to Exporters—Prescribed manner of payment. 





Published in two Sections owing to Paper Restrictions. 
Section 1. Foreign Countries—January, March, May, July, 
September and November. 

Section 2. british Dominions and Overseas Possessions— 

Feb., April, June, Aug., Oct. and Dec. 





The Shipping Dept. Bulletin appears In each Issue, containing 
information on matters relative to Export conditions and Items 
of interest at time of Press. 


Printed and Published by 


A. C. SHAW & CO. LTD. 


127 CHEAPSIDE, LONDON, E.C.2 
Telephone : MONARCH 9417-8-9 

















ASIANA EXPORTERS | 


Invite Inquiries from 


BRITISH MANUFACTURERS 


SEEKING MARKETS FOR THEIR PRODUCTS IN 


WEST AFRICA—EAST & SOUTH AFRICA 











BURMA—CEYLON—INDIA—PAKISTAN 
| GIBRALTAR—HIONG KONG & FAR EAST 
| 


66 FINSBURY PAVEMENT, LONDON, E.C.2 


Telephone : Monarch 1241/2051 Telegrams: Asiana, Ave. London 

















Are now available for prompt delivery to the Home 
as well as Export Markets. 

A wide range of Standard Models is now available, 
adaptable to suit the different needs of existing build- 
ings. Advice on the selection of a Lift or Hoist with 
estimates will be given freely and without obligation. 


MARRYAT & SCOTT LTD., LIFT & HOIST MANUFACTURERS 


Wellington Works, Hounslow, Middx. Tel : ;Hounslow 6284 | 


LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, LIVERPOOL, BRISTOL, BRIGHTON, CARDIFF, 


EXETER, PLYMOUTH, BRADFORD, NOTTINGHAM, DUBLIN, BELFAST | 


TELEGRAMS : INLAND AND FOREIGN, ‘* MaRRYAT, LONDON "’ 


MARRYAT-SCOTT LIFTS 











It’s handled with care- 
when you send it by air 


From London, Manchester, Liverpool or Glasgow — 
Aer Lingus will deliver your cargo at Dublin Airport in 
2 hours at the most. Quick Customs clearance permits 
normal delivery in Dublin within 24 hours. Insurance 
rates and packing costs are low. Reduced warehousing 
costs. Call Aer Lingus, B.E.A. or your forwarding 


agent for complete details. 


' oo my aris =. 7 } 


CHARGES FROM: 


LONDON _... oe .. 1/3 per kilo 

| MANCHESTER - 9d. per kilo 

| LIVERPOOL ... - .. 8d. per kilo | 

GLASGOW ... x ... 10d. per kilo 
LONDON/SHANNON ‘A per kilo 


Special Reduced rates for bulk consignments 


AGN LING) 


IRISH AIR LINES 


c 


| EXCURSIONS FOR BUSINESS MEN! 
| Special 30-day midweek return fares | 
BOOK TODAY 
| £11. 0.0 from London £6 . 6 . O from Liverpool | 
| £6.12. 0 from Manchester £7.0.0 from Glasgow 
| TRAVEL TO IRELAND THE EASY WAY | 
26 


YOUR FASTEST CARGO LINK WITH DUBLIN 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff Changes 


—_— 


US. Import Duties Amendments 


under Geneva Agreement 





HE Board of Trade have received a copy of a Proclamation by 

the United States President, dated March 8, 1949, which inter alia 
brings into force as from March 16, 1949, the reduced rates of duty 
on the following items granted under the Geneva Agreement which 
were formerly withheld from coming into force on January 1, 1948 
(see Notice in Board of Trade Journal on January 10, 1948, pages 79 
and 80). All the reductions in duty granted by the United States 
under the Geneva Agreement have now been brought into force. 





Tariff Act | 











of 1930 \ £ Prod Rates of duty 
Paragraph Description of Products 
No. , { Former | New 
om oR ‘ | 
| Peaches :— | 


Green, ripe, or in brine, when entered during : | 
the period December 1 to May 31, inclu- 
sive, in any year ... oss a ous 

782 Melons, other than cantaloups, when entered 
during the period from December 1, in any 
year, to the following May 31, inclusive 

Fruits, other than melons aan ae 

765 Beans, not specially ne for :— 

Dried, when entered for consumption during 
the period from May 1 to August 31, 
inclusive, in any year :— 


$4 cent perlb. | } cent per lb. 





35% ad vai. 
35% ad val. 


173% ad val. 
174% ad val. 
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Red kidney 3 cents per lb. | 2 cents per Ib. 

Other ...... 3 centa per lb. | 14 cents per Ib. 
767 Lentils... si ati + cent. per lb. | } cent per Ib. 
770 Onions, except onion sets 2$ cents per lb. | 1} cents per lb. 

















Internal 

Revenue Rate of Import Tax 
Code Description of Products 

Section | Former | New 





$425 Copper-bearing ores and concentrates and | 
articles provided for in paragraph 316, 380, 
381, 387, 1620, 1634, 1657, 1658, or 1659 of 
the Tariff Act of 1930 as oes ... | 4 cents per lb. 2 cents per Ib. 
on copper con- | on copper con- 
tent tent 
3425 All articles dutiable under the Tariff Act of 
1930, not provided for in the preceding item, 
in which copper (including copper in alloys) 








is the component material of chief value ... | 3 cents per Ib. | 1} cents per Ib. 
3425 All articles dutiable under the Tariff Act of 

1930, not provided for in either of the two 

preceding items, containing 4 per centum 

or more of copper by weight ues ... | 3% ad val. or | 14% ad val. or 


| ' # cent per Ib. 
| whichever is 


# cent per lb. 
whichever is 


the lower the lower 








Cuba 


Reduced Public Works Tax on Certain Imports 


THE Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Havana has for- 
warded a translation of the Cuban Customs Order No. 1156 of Feb- 
tuary 25, 1949, regarding the interpretation of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade by the Havana Customs. The order states 
that the 10 per cent. charge established by the Law of Public Works 
dated July 15, 1925, has been reduced to 3 per cent. for importations 
of the products detailed below, when they come from the United States 
and the other countries signatory to the General Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs who apply the said Agreement to Cuba. 














Tariff No. Description 
34-b Cast iron furniture, enamelled, tinned or coated with other 
metals or porcelain. 
143-b Manufactured articles of bristle, hair and horsehair, including 
brooms and brushes, except toothbrushes. 
143.6 Paint brushes and artists’ brushes. 
207-h Radio and television receivers and transmitters. 


207-4 Parts and valves for same, and valves for cinema projectors. 
2ll-d Hanging and table clocks and others, n.e.s. 


302-b Buttons, other than of wood, metal or cloth, 2 cms. or less in 
diameter. 

302-¢ The same, over 2 cms. in diameter. 

323 All other manufactures, n.e.s. 














761 


Indian Tariff Board Report 


THE United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at New Delhi has 

forwarded a copy of a Resolution published in the Gazette of India 
Extraordinary of February 28, 1949, giving the Government of 
India’s decisions on the report of the Tariff Board on the bobbins 
industry. 


Bobbins Industry (No. 20 (2)-T.B./48) 


Referred to the Tariff Board on April 27, 1947 (see Board of Trade 
Journal of May 10, 1947, page 777). The Board considers that, 
although the Indigenous Industry is not yet strongly enough estab- 
lished to compete with imported bobbins on equal terms, it does not 
require protection by means of Import Duty. The Board has there- 
fore made the following main recommendations :— 


(1) So long as the licensing of imports of bobbins is continued for balance 
of payments considerations, the desirability of maintaining and 
expanding the indigenous production of the article should be kept 
in view and the quantum of imports should be regulated accordingly. 

(2) The existing restrictions on the import of cotton mill and jute mill 
bobbins should cover spare parts of jute mill bobbins as well. 

(3) The Annual Statement of the Seaborne Trade should record separately 
the numbers of (i) jute mill bobbins and parts, (ii) cotton mill bobbins 
and parts, and (iii) bobbins required for woollen, silk and rayon mills. 

(4) The manufacturers of bobbins should take early steps to equip their 
units with modern machinery and tools. Government should give 
them facilities to import such machinery and tools. 

(5) The present facilities for the supply of the three types of timber to 
the bobbin manufacturers, viz. haldu, kalam and mango should be 
enlarged. Government should arrange to have adequate tests carried 
out regarding the suitability of different kinds of timber for the 
manufacture of bobbins and secure the co-operation of textile mills 
for this purpose. 

(6) So long as import restrictions on timber continue for balance of pay- 
ments considerations, imports of foreign timber for the manufacture of 
bobbins should be permitted only to the extent necessary to supplement 
the supply of indigenous timber and that all applications for permits 
to import timber for this purpose should be scrutinized before such 
permits are issued. 

(7) The two Sub-Committees recently appointed by the Indian Standards 
Institution to evolve standard specifications for jute mill bobbins 
and cotton mill bobbins respectively, should be required to expedite 
their work. 

(8) Pending adoption of standard specifications, Government should 
appoint two timber experts, one from the Director General of Industry 
and Supply and another from the Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun, 
to carry out a rapid survey of the industry and draw up a list of fac- 
tories which are suitably equipped to produce quality bobbins. Such 
factories may be called ‘‘ approved ” factories. 

(9) The jute and cotton mill industries should buy their requirements 
of bobbins, as far as available, from ‘‘ approved ”’ factories. 

Government accept recommendations (3) and (7) and necessary action 
will be taken to implement them. Recommendations (5), (8) and (9) are 
under active consideration in the Ministries of Industry and Supply and 
Agriculture. 

As regards recommendations (1) and (6) they will be given due considera- 
tion in the administration of the policy regarding imports, and in the revision 
of that policy from time to time, for so long as import control is necessitated 
by exchange considerations. So far as recommendation (2) is concerned, the 
existing import restrictions on bobbins cover spare parts of jute mill bobbins 
as well. 


The Government of India wish to draw the attention of the industry to 
recommendation (4) contained in paragraph 1 of this Resolution and expect 
the industry to take necessary steps to implement it: Government will grant 
all reasonable facilities in this regard when approached by the industry. 


Expanded Metals Industry 


A CLAIM for protection from the expanded metals industry was 
referred to the Tariff Board for investigation on April 26, 1947 (see 
Board of Trade Journal of May 10, 1947, page 777). A Press com- 
munique of March 18, 1949, issued by the Indian Tariff Board, 
Bombay, states that the Board was unable to take up this case earlier 
owing to more urgent enquiries. 

Revised questionnaires for completion by local producers, importers 
and consumers are now available from the Secretary, Indian Tariff 
Board, Contractor Building (3rd Floor), Nicol Road, Ballard Estate, 
Bombay, to whom they must be returned (completed) not later than 
April 15, 1949. 
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Pakistan Budget Decisions 


HE UNITED KINGDOM TRADE COMMISSIONER .at 

Karachi has forwarded a copy of ihe Pakistan Finance Act 1949, 
which gives effect to the Pakistan Government’s financial proposals 
for the year beginning April 1, 1949. The Act provides inter alia 
for the following modifications in Customs and Excise duties :— 
SaLtt Duty. 

For the year beginning April 1, 1949, the duty on salt manufactured 
in or imported by land into Pakistan shall be Rs. 2} per standard 
maund. 

Customs SURCHARGE. 

The surcharge on import duties on certain goods levied under the 
Indian Finance Act, 1942, and continued, subject to certain modifica- 
tions up to March 31, 1949, by the Pakistan Finance Act 1948 (see 
Board of Trade Journal of April 10, 1948, page 727) shall continue to 
be levied up to March 31, 1950, subject to the following modifica- 
tions :— 

Surcharge to be increased from 20 per cent. to 50 per cent. on :— 

Toilet requisites, not otherwise specified (except talcum powder, 
tooth paste and powder, and shaving soap and cream) [tariff item 
28(14)] ; fireworks, not otherwise specified [tariff item 34(3)] ; fabrics, 
containing more than 90 per cent. silk, etc. [tariff item 48]; fabrics 
containing more than 90 per cent. artificial silk, etc. [tariff item 
48(1)]; fabrics containing more than 50 per cent. silk or artificial 
silk or both and not more than 90 per cent. silk, etc. [tariff item 48(4)(a)] ; 
fabrics containing gold or silver thread [tariff item 48(10)] ; socks, and 
stockings of silk or artificial silk [tariff item 51]; articles, other than 
cutlery, etc., plated with gold or silver [tariff item 61(8)]; cutlery 
plated with gold or silver [tariff item 61(9)]; ivory manufactured 
[tariff item 82(1)]; toys, games, etc. [tariff item 84]; smokers’ re- 
quisites [tariff item 85(1)]. 


Import Duties 





Tariff No. Description Old Duty New Duty 





24 | Tobacco, manufactured, not | 
| Otherwise specified ... sels Rs. 9 : 93 per Ib. 


The rate at which 


Rs. 16-4 per Ib. 


24 (1) The rate at which 


Cigarettes 


| Cigars... ie 


duty is for the time. 


being leviable on 
articles included in 
Item No. 87 read 
with any other en- 
actment in force, 
plus Rs. 7-8 per Ib., 
plus one fifth of the 
total duty. 

The rate at which 
duty is for the time 
being leviable on 
articles included in 
Item No. 87 read 
with any other en- 
actment in force, 


thousand, or Rs. 
7-8 per lb., which- 
ever is higher, plus 
one fifth of tne total 
duty. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| plus Rs. 18-12 per 
| 
| 





duty is for the time 
being leviable on 
articles included in 
Item No. 87 read 
with any other en- 
actment in force, 
plus Rs. 12-8 per Ib. 
plus one fourth of 
the totaJ duty. 
The rate at which 
duty is for the time 
being leviable on 
articles included in 
Item No. 87 read 
with any other en- 
actment in force, 
plus Rs. 31-4 per 
thousand or Rs. 
12-8 per Ib., which- 
ever is higher, plus 
one fourth of the 
total duty. 


Note.—The present duty pay- | 
able on Item No. 87 is 30% 
ad val. | 

Kerosene; also any mineral oil 
other than kerosene and motor | 
spirit which has its flashing | | 
point below 100 degrees of 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer by | 
Abel’s close test. 


4annas per Imp. gall. 8 annas per Imp. gall. 
| 





Export Duties 


(1) Duty on skins, raw, reduced from 10 per cent. 
ad valorem. 
(2) New duties on :— 
(a) Cement yeu be —_ bee Rs. 
(b) Fish 


to 5 per cent. 


10 per ton 


(1) Fresh Bad oe $3: Rs. 5 per maund 
(2) Salted dry nae — Rs. 4 per cwt. 
(3) Unsalted d sik oh Rs. 8 per cwt. 
(c) Bamboos = Bee oe 10 per cent. ad val. 
Excise DUTIEs. 
An excise duty of Rs. 5 per bale of 400 Ibs. shall be levied on jute 
and meshta from a date to be specified by the Pakistan Central 
Government. 


Under Notification No. 4 of March 1, 1949, the following items 


9 April J 


are exempt from so much of the customs duty leviable thereoy 


specified below :— 
Description 


Iron or steel, old, assessable under tariff item 
63 and copper scrap assessable under 
tariff item 64(1) ... = a * 

Machinery and other articles assessable 
— tariff items 72, 72(1), 72(2) and 
72(3) ee ee cy Es - 


Under Notifications No. 351/412, No. 2 and No. 3 of Ma 


5 per cent, ad) oy 
(Present d 
10 per cent. ad 


ch 


1949, customs duty will be charged at the full or preferential ratess 
duty on most goods imported from and exported to India, A fj 
of items which when produced or manufactured in India will » 
be subject to duty may be seen by persons interested at Tariff Sectig 
Board of Trade, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, §,W 


Australia 
Tariff Board Reference 


THE United Kingdom Senior Trade Commissioner at Canbemm 
has reported by telegraph that the Commonwealth Minister of Tirade 
and Customs has referred to the Tariff Board for enquiry and repon 
the question of what rate of duty should be imposed on reduction 


gear units for marine internal engines. 


Such units are at present 


classified for duty under Tariff Item No. 176(F) (1) which reads @ 


follows :— 





British 
Prefer- 
ential 
Tariff 


Favoured- 
Nation 


Most- 


Tariff 





176 (F) (1) Machines and machinery not 
elsewhere included _... ad val. 
In addition, Primage Duties are 
also levied on goods classified 
under this item ... ad val. 


274% 


Exempt 








55% 


5% 








Any United Kingdom Trade Association or Firm which may desing 
to present evidence at the enquiry should communicate at once with 
the Board of Trade, Commercial Relations and Exports Department, 
Millbank, London, S.W.1, quoting Reference No. C.R.E. 6565/49, 


Spain 
Exchange Rates for Imports and Exports 


FOLLOWING are further details of sterling exchange rates 
certain Spanish imports and exports as published by the Spanithl 


Government :— 
Exports 





Commodity 


Rate of Exchai 
(No. of Pesetas # 
£ sterling) _ 


—e 





Immature (new) wines, table wines, in bulk or in casks of 
less than 700 litres capacity, in which case the bottling 
material (labels, corks, seals and wrappers) must also 
be exported ie ers ve aoe ee a 

Table wines bottled, labelled to specify their origin ; full- 
bodied wines, dry and sweet ; brandy or cognac, made- 
up alcohols and liqueurs, bottled or in special containers; 
preserved sweet peppers, whole (“al natural ’’) ; 
marble; printing type... oa 

Raisins, Malaga origin exclusively 

Bottled sparkling wines 


ay 





ImMPoRTS 





Commodity 


——— 
Rate of Ex 
(No. of Pesetas 

£ sterling) ” 

————— 





Copra 


52-95 








For previous notices see issues of the Board of Trade Journal 


February 12 and 26, and March 12. 














